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GOD’S GRACE, SALVATION

AND JUDGMENT
REVELATION 7

Revelation 7:1 "And after these things I saw four angels standing on the four corners of the earth, holding the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor on any tree."

Chapter seven is a break in the chronology of Revelation demonstrating plan of grace and salvation during judgment. This "...after..." is after the happenings of the first six seals. These angels (ministering spirits) were to do something to the whole earth (four corners of the earth). These angels were waiting for orders from God. Their job at this moment was to control these four winds until God said release them. The wrath is held back until those who must be sealed are sealed.

Revelation 7:2 "And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God: and he cried with a loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth and the sea,"

Revelation 7:3 "Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in their foreheads."

This angel sent from God was probably an archangel, or maybe even Jesus, Himself. This angel is entrusted with the job of taking a signet and putting God's mark upon the group that God will protect in the midst of the wrath of God. Even though this group will be on the earth during this terrible wrath that shall fall on the inhabitants of the earth, they will be protected, for they are sealed with God's name on their forehead in full view. This angel comes from the east. This is the same location from which the light comes. This angel has authority over these four angels. The "...sea..." here could be a literal sea or as in other places it means large groups of people. God has said over and over throughout the Bible that there has been a remnant of Jews who have not bowed their knee to false gods. At one point in the Old Testament, He said that the number then was 7000. We read in the 11th chapter of Romans that God told Elijah that there were 7000 who had not bowed the knee to Baal. 
Romans 11:4, "But what saith the answer of God unto him? I have reserved to myself seven thousand men, who have not bowed the knee to the image of Baal." 

You see, God has always had a remnant of physical Israel. Here the Christians have been raptured into heaven, and this group that is about to be sealed is physical Israel. This remnant has grown from 7000 to 144,000. Most expositors believe this 144,000, are physical Israel. Twelve is a representative number that represents those of each tribe of the twelve tribes of physical Israel who will be saved. Abraham, the father of all believers in Christ, was promised so many that they would be like the sands of the sea and could not be numbered for multitude.

Genesis 22:17-18 (KJV) 
17  That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies; 
18  And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice. 

This 144,000 a fifth grader could count. This could not be the number of spiritual Israel. Physical Israel, which is numbered 144,000, is not innumerable.

Revelation 7:4 "And I heard the number of them which were sealed: [and there were] sealed an hundred [and] forty [and] four thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel."

Just the fact that there is a specific number given tells you that these are not the believers. The believers cannot be numbered for multitude. The Christians are not exclusively from the twelve tribes of Israel. Many of them have no Jewish blood whatsoever. Abraham is not the father of believers because of blood line, but because they (the same as Abraham) are saved by faith. 
Galatians 3:7 "Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham." 

Galatians 3:8 "And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, preached before the gospel unto Abraham, [saying], In thee shall all nations be blessed."

Revelation 7:5 "Of the tribe of Juda [were] sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Reuben [were] sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Gad [were] sealed twelve thousand."

Revelation 7:6 "Of the tribe of Aser [were] sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Nepthalim [were] sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Manasses [were] sealed twelve thousand."

Revelation 7:7 "Of the tribe of Simeon [were] sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Levi [were] sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Issachar [were] sealed twelve thousand."

Revelation 7:8 "Of the tribe of Zabulon [were] sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Joseph [were] sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Benjamin [were] sealed twelve thousand."

When compared with other biblical name lists of the twelve tribes, we discover that Ephraim and Dan are omitted. The bible does not say why, but many scholars believe Ephraim is Joseph and Dan was omitted because it was the first tribe to go into idolatry and apostasy (cf. Judges 18). Interestingly, the same will be experienced in the final judgment. God choose to add, subtract and augment His list as he wills.

Revelation 3:5-6 (KJV) 
5  He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels. 
6  He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.

Revelation 22:19 (KJV) 
19  And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book. 

Romans 9:15-16 (KJV) 
15  For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion. 
16  So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy.

Revelation 7:9 "After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude,which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands;"

These are believers in Jesus Christ (Lamb) who have been washed in the blood of the Lamb and raptured into heaven. For us to really understand physical and spiritual Israel, we must understand the 37th chapter of Ezekiel. 
Ezekiel 37:19 "Say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I will take the stick of Joseph, which [is] in the hand of Ephraim, and the tribes of Israel his fellows, and will put them with him, [even] with the stick of Judah, and make them one stick, and they shall be one in mine hand." 

You see, both shall be called Israel (physical and spiritual Israel). With God there are only two types of people, Jew and Gentile and both make up the church of God. If we will look at V-19 of chapter of Genesis, we will see that even though Joseph protested and tried to get the preferential (right hand) blessing for Manasseh (Joseph's first born), Israel would not change his blessing. Both right and left hands are blessing the boys, but look at the difference 
Genesis 48:19, "And his father refused, and said, I know it, my son, I know it: he also shall become a people, and he also shall be great: but truly his younger brother shall be greater than he, and his seed shall become a multitude of nations."

Ephraim received the Abrahamic (believers), blessing promising he would become a multitude of nations? Physical Israel is only one nation. Even when they were scattered, they did not become nations. They were not those nations, they were exiles in those nations. All Christendom is intended by the multitude through Ephraim (spiritual). All believers are spiritual descendents of Abraham (Gal. 3). This Abrahamic blessing was passed down through Ephraim to all believers in Christ. In Hosea, we read where Ephraim sinned before God, and it seems as though God dropped Ephraim. We read though in Hosea 11:8-9, where God repents of the curse on Ephraim and forgives him, just like He forgave every Christian who ever came to Him. 
Hosea 11:8 "How shall I give thee up, Ephraim? [how] shall I deliver thee, Israel? how shall I make thee as Admah? [how] shall I set thee as Zeboim? mine heart is turned within me, my repentings are kindled together." 

Hosea 11:9 "I will not execute the fierceness of mine anger, I will not return to destroy Ephraim: for I [am] God, and not man; the Holy One in the midst of thee: and I will not enter into the city."

Why did God save him? Because He loved him. He (God) does not have to explain to us why. He can save anyone He pleases. He really did not have any real good reason to save us, except He loved us while we were yet in sin. When Jesus was ministering in Jerusalem, he left the Jews and went to the city of Ephraim. You can see here that Ephraim is not classed as a Jew. 
John 11:54 "Jesus therefore walked no more openly among the Jews; but went thence unto a country near to the wilderness, into a city called Ephraim, and there continued with his disciples." 

Revelation 7:10 "And cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb."

We cannot take credit for our salvation. Our salvation is a free gift through grace. Jesus deserves all the credit. He purchased our salvation with His precious blood. We must praise and worship Jesus for He alone deserves all the credit. Of course, the triune God (Elohim) sits on the throne.

Revelation 7:11 "And all the angels stood round about the throne, and [about] the elders and the four beasts, and fell before the throne on their faces, and worshipped God,"

This is another view of the throne area. Of course, Elohim God is on the center throne. Jesus is sitting at the right hand of the Father. The four living beings are very near the throne. The twenty-four elders, representative of all Christendom, are very near, as well. The angels encircle the throne. All must fall before the throne of God in total adoration and worship.

Revelation 7:12 "Saying, Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and might, [be] unto our God for ever and ever. Amen."

The "...Amen..." is saying, so be it, to the praise and worship of Almighty God. This blessing here is seven fold. Spiritually complete blessings are spoken here in this heavenly setting.

Revelation 7:13 "And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these which are arrayed in white robes? and whence came they?"

This elder is certainly representative of the church. He must already know who these are. He probably asks this question to teach those who do not understand who these are. Those which were "...arrayed in white robes..." cannot be the same people as those sealed in their forehead. Those sealed in their forehead would have no reason to be sealed, if they would be immediately transported to heaven. There are no winds of terror in heaven. There would be no purpose in putting the mark on them for heaven. This is certainly another group. They have been taken out of the great tribulation on the earth. The seven years of great tribulation are broken up into two 3 1/2 year periods. The first 3 1/2 years will be peaceful, and the last 3 ½ years are the Wrath of God. The raptured saints (spiritual Israel) will be raptured prior to the great tribulation. The tribulation saints (physical Israel) will experience the great tribulation, and through death be saved from the wrath to come. 
I Thessalonians 1:10 "And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, [even] Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath to come."

Revelation 7:14 "And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb."

This was just emphasizing a lesson to be learned. This white is such a bright white that, it even glistens as the Shekinah Glory of God. Here again, white stands for righteousness. We are righteous because we have taken on Jesus' righteousness. 
Revelation 7:15 "Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple: and he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them."

We, Christians, are before the throne because we decided to follow Jesus, to accept His salvation, to be washed in His blood, and to believe in the resurrection. We are to be His servants and to dwell with Him forever. It speaks of "...day and night..." here, but there is no night in heaven with Jesus. We are in the presence of the Light, and there is just one eternal day with Him.
Ephesians 5:27 "That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish."

Revelation 21:3 "And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, [and be] their God."

Revelation 7:16 "They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat."

Both of these remind us of the 23rd Psalm. Jesus is the Shepherd. He sees to the needs of His flock. Jesus is the Light, and there will be no need for the sun or the moon. There will be a presence of Light. 
Isaiah 49:10 we will read, "They shall not hunger nor thirst; neither shall the heat nor sun smite them: for he that hath mercy on them shall lead them, even by the springs of water shall he guide them."

Revelation 7:17 "For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes."

This is surely heaven where there is eternal peace and joy. Here again, we see Jesus as the Shepherd of His sheep, providing for all our needs, and making us blissfully happy. We had tears on earth, not in heaven.

John 10:11 tells us for sure who He is, "I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep."

Questions
1. Who did John see standing on the four corners of the earth?

2. Why were they there?
3. What do the four corners show us?
4. Who were these angels awaiting orders from?
5. What instruction did the angel, which called out, give the four angels?
6. What was this angel to do with the signet?
7. What, besides a literal sea, could be meant here?
8. Is this 144,000 physical or spiritual Israel?
9. This 144,000 were from where?
10. Why was Levi not listed in other lists in the Bible when they were dividing the land?
11. Who gave the right hand blessing to Ephraim?
12. What did this signify?
13. Who tried to change the hands on the boys so Mannasseh could receive the right hand blessing?
14. What is the difference in the right hand blessing and the left hand blessing?
15. Which boy received the Abrahamic blessing?
16. Who deserves all the credit for our salvation?
17. The angels, elders, and beasts did what when they worshipped God?
18. The twenty-four elders represent whom?
19. The seven fold blessings in V-12 are what?
20. Why did the elders ask who were the ones dressed in white robes?
21. Seven years of tribulation are broken up into what?
22. Jesus delivers us from the _______________ to come?
23. Where will the tabernacle of God be?
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