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THE MESSAGE AND MINISTRY 

OF JOHN THE BAPTIST
MATTHEW 3
Matthew 3:1 "In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judaea,"

Matthew 3:2 "And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand."

The name "John" means the Lord is gracious. What a wonderful name for someone who would proclaim the arrival of the King of Grace (Jesus the Christ). The rest of his name, the Baptist, just meant that he was the baptizer. He was the cousin of Jesus whose miraculous natural birth came with a supernatural spiritual promise.

Luke 1:15 (KJV) 
15  For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink; and he shall be filled with the Holy Ghost, even from his mother's womb.

Israelites had practiced a form of baptism for years. It was used as a symbol of being purified from sin by older customs. The washings in the Temple really were a form of baptism. John, also, was teaching in a different way. He was not in the temple, but wherever there were people and water to baptize those people in. That was where he preached. He preached mostly in an area near Jericho and near the Jordan River. This "wilderness" did not mean an area heavily wooded, or like the jungles. It just meant it was out of the populated areas. It, also, meant that he was out where the ordinary people were. His message and ministry was simple and one. REPENT! The single focus of his message and the simplicity of his lifestyle epitomizes the message needed to receive Christ.

Acts 2:38 (KJV) 
38  Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.

Repent means change of mind that results in change of behavior. Such repentance does not arise with man himself, but is the result of God’s goodness.

Romans 2:4 (KJV) 
4  Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance?

2 Timothy 2:25-26 (KJV) 
25  In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth; 
26  And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will.

You see, unless we are truly “Godly” sorry for our sins, we probably will not turn from “Sin” and begin a brand new life with Jesus. In a society that believes everything is relative and there are no absolutes, true repentance is only possible in Christ. John's next statement fits our day just as well as the day in which John was preaching. The phase “Kingdom of Heaven” is only used by Matthew who wrote to a Jewish audience, and is the Messianic earth rule of Jesus Christ, the son of David. John was basically saying to those waiting for the ‘Messiah”, “He is here!”  Every true preacher since John brings this same message. God never changes, and neither does His message.
Galatians 1:9 (KJV) 
9  As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed. 
Hebrews 13:7-9 (KJV) 
7  Remember them which have the rule over you, who have spoken unto you the word of God: whose faith follow, considering the end of their conversation. 
8  Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever. 
9  Be not carried about with divers and strange doctrines. For it is a good thing that the heart be established with grace; not with meats, which have not profited them that have been occupied therein.
Matthew 3:3 "For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias, saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight."

Isaiah prophesied that there would be one proclaiming the arrival of Christ. John's message was simple here, as well. He was saying straighten your life up and be prepared for the coming King. Do not cause problems for the Lord. Be easy to be found. All four Gospel writers relate Isaiah’s prophecy to the message and ministry of John.
Isaiah 40:3 (KJV) 
3  The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

Mark 1:2 (KJV) 
2  As it is written in the prophets, Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, which shall prepare thy way before thee.
Luke 3:4 (KJV) 
4  As it is written in the book of the words of Esaias the prophet, saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.

John 1:23 (KJV) 
23  He said, I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make straight the way of the Lord, as said the prophet Esaias.

Matthew 3:4 "And the same John had his raiment of camel's hair, and a leathern girdle about his loins; and his meat was locusts and wild honey."

Verse 4 brings a message of the simple life John lived, not one dressed in finery. The appearance was simple, but he brought the most important message. John was not concerned about what he wore, or what he had to eat, just enough to sustain him. There is a nut grown in Israel called a locust. Perhaps, John was eating honey and nuts, or maybe bugs and honey. It isn't important. We just understand from this, that he was not concerned about things of this world. His only purpose was to proclaim the coming of Jesus Christ. His dress unique and unusual for prophet but similar to Elijah..
2 Kings 1:8 (KJV) 
8  And they answered him, He was an hairy man, and girt with a girdle of leather about his loins. And he said, It is Elijah the Tishbite. 
Matthew 3:5 "Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judaea, and all the region round about Jordan,"

Even though he was not dressed in finery, his message was an exciting one, and people from all the surrounding area came to hear this man speak. Any minister whose message and ministry is centered on Christ will be attractive.
John 10:26-30 (KJV) 
26  But ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto you. 
27  My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: 
28  And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. 
29  My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand. 
30  I and my Father are one.
Matthew 3:6 "And were baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins."

His message was a commanding message. They were sure his message was true. It seems that many confessed their sins and were baptized. This baptism that John was doing was very similar to the custom of the Jews. The similarity was in that it was connected with sins being forgiven. We will see later on, that this was a different type of baptism. After Jesus, baptism became a symbol of death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus. When you go under the water, it symbolizes being buried with Him; and when you come out of the water, it symbolizes rising from the grave with Him.
Matthew 3:7 "But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism, he said unto them, O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come?"

The Pharisees and Sadducees were hung up in tradition. The Pharisees were what we would call the people of the middle class today. The Sadducees were from the upper class, and some from high priest families. The law was everything to them. They really thought themselves better than just the average person. They were righteous in their own sight. When John called them "generation of vipers", he really was revealing their hidden sins. They were Self-proclaimed experts. He knew their personality and knew that from these groups would come much opposition to Jesus.

Matthew 3:8 "Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance:"

John was saying to them, you say you have repented; now show me. Genuine repentance is demonstrated by the fruits of a changed life.
Matthew 7:15-20 (KJV) 
15  Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. 
16  Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? 
17  Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. 
18  A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. 
19  Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. 
20  Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them. 

Matthew 3:9 "And think not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to [our] father: for I say unto you, that God is able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham."

John was telling these people not to expect to be saved, just because they had Abraham as an ancestor in the flesh. As taught in Paul's writings, not all the physical ancestors of Abraham will inherit salvation, but those of the spirit (believers in Christ).

Romans 4:1-5 (KJV) 
1  What shall we say then that Abraham our father, as pertaining to the flesh, hath found? 
2  For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to glory; but not before God. 
3  For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness. 
4  Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. 
5  But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness. 

Those, who by faith, have been grafted into the family line of Abraham by the shed blood of Jesus Christ. We are related to Abraham through our faith, just as he was accounted worthy by his faith. We, also, see a message to these self-righteous people---that God can take from the things they count as unimportant, and make of them a family for Abraham.

Matthew 3:10 "And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: therefore every tree which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire."

In this, John was telling this people, you have had your chance. Preparation had been made. If you are not productive to the kingdom, you will be cut down just as Jesus cursed the fig tree, and it withered and died.

Matthew 3:11 "I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and [with] fire:"

Here, we see the symbol of water to the reality of the Spirit. John was telling these people, I am as low as a servant boy is to a king. He wanted them to know, without controversy, that he was not Messiah. He was a voice proclaiming Messiah's arrival. John was saying, truly my baptism (baptism of repentance) is important, you must repent; but there is a better baptism (baptism of the Spirit) that is the earnest of the Spirit. He was saying, when you receive this baptism of the Holy Ghost, it will set you on fire for God. Paul met some of Johns disciples who evidently didn’t receive the whole message.
Acts 19:1-7 (KJV) 
1  And it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having passed through the upper coasts came to Ephesus: and finding certain disciples, 
2  He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said unto him, We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost. 
3  And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And they said, Unto John's baptism. 
4  Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus. 
5  When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
6  And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with tongues, and prophesied. 
7  And all the men were about twelve. 

Matthew 3:12 "Whose fan [is] in his hand, and he will thoroughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into the garner; but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire."

This Scripture was saying He (Jesus) will stir up the people. He will separate the good (wheat) from the evil. This floor, probably, spiritually meant the whole world. He shall gather all believers together unto Him, and they shall become united in Him (the Bride of Christ). "He will burn up the chaff" just meant the wicked shall burn eternally.

Matthew 3:13 "Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be baptized of him."

In this Scripture above, it seems important to know that Jesus had been living in Galilee, of which the little town of Nazareth was a part. He sought John out specifically to baptize Him, probably to show His association with John. They were cousins in the flesh, and, also, John would recognize Him. John would be able to see with his own eyes the One he had been proclaiming.
Matthew 3:14 "But John forbad him, saying, I have need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me?"

John felt so humble by this. He knew Jesus was Messiah. John felt his need for the salvation Jesus had to offer.
Matthew 3:15 "And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer [it to be so] now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. Then he suffered him."

Jesus, in speaking to John, affirmed His authority; and John submitted to the higher authority. Jesus was telling John that the correct thing for everyone to do is to do everything righteous. Don't give anyone the appearance of not fulfilling all righteousness.

Matthew 3:16 "And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him:" 
Matthew 3:17 "And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased."
So much was told spiritually in these two verses, and yet, you cannot separate the two. We know by the description of the baptism, that He went under the water; or else, how could He come straightway out. Also we see the agreement of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
1 John 5:6-8 (KJV) 
6  This is he that came by water and blood, even Jesus Christ; not by water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit is truth. 
7  For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one. 
8  And there are three that bear witness in earth, the Spirit, and the water, and the blood: and these three agree in one.

The three were present at this important event, and not only present, but approving. The Father spoke of His approval in the Son. The Scriptures can tell us so much, if we will only take the time to look. The oneness of God is not a new or exclusive concept. It is the truth of God’s message and ministry to mankind. 
Deuteronomy 6:4 (KJV) 
4  Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD:
Isaiah 44:6 (KJV) 
6  Thus saith the LORD the King of Israel, and his redeemer the LORD of hosts; I am the first, and I am the last; and beside me there is no God.

John 1:1-3 (KJV) 
1  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
2  The same was in the beginning with God. 
3  All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made. 

John 10:30 (KJV) 
30  I and my Father are one.

2 Corinthians 5:19 (KJV) 
19  To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation.

1 Timothy 3:16 (KJV) 
16  And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory.

James 2:19 (KJV) 
19  Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble.

QUESTIONS
1. What is the meaning of the name "John"?

2. What does "the Baptist" mean?
3. Was John's baptism strange to the Jews?
4. Where did John preach?
5. What one word covered his message?
6. Why are preachers still saying "the kingdom of heaven is at hand"?
7. Who prophesied about the voice of one crying in the wilderness?
8. What kind of message did John's clothing and food bring?
9. What was John's only purpose?
10. Even though John was not dressed in finery, did the people come to hear him?
11. When they were baptized in the Jordan, what else did they do?
12. What did John call the Sadducees and the Pharisees?
13. How are we, Christians, like Abraham?
14. What will happen to the unproductive?
15. John's baptism was to what?
16. What two things will Jesus baptize with?
17. What did John want the people to know about himself?
18. Why did John submit to Jesus?
19. Why was Jesus baptized?
20. What was indicated by the Voice, by Jesus, and by the Dove?

PAGE  
Page 7 of 7

