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THE WONDER, THE WOMAN, 

THE CHILD AND THE DRAGON
REVELATION 12

Revelation 12:1 "And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars:"

Revelation 12:2 "And she being with child cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be delivered."

Chapter 12 describes some of the main occurrences and characters during the latter half of the Tribulation Period. In this look toward heaven by John, we are taken to a different aspect of the battle that has gone on through all ages between Jesus and Satan. The great wonder is the event. The woman is “Israel” and not the “church” as many erroneously teach. We know this because, her “child” is Jesus Christ and the bible teaches that, Israel produced Christ and Christ produced the Church. The expression “clothed with the sun” depicts her as God’s chosen nation. The “moon under her feet” demonstrates God’s promise of dominion. The “crown of twelve stars on her head” represent the twelve tribes of Israel. The woman “crying and travailing in birth” refers to Israel waiting for the Messiah, Jesus Christ.   

Isaiah 9:6 (KJV) 
6  For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 

Galatians 4:4 (KJV) 
4  But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law,

Matthew 16:18-19 (KJV) 
18  And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.

19  And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.

Romans 8:22-23 (KJV) 
22  For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now. 
23  And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body.
Revelation 12:3 "And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads."

The Apostle John describes another wonder in Heaven. The “great red dragon” is the devil. His red color reveals his murderous mission. His “seven heads”, “ten horns” and “seven crowns” depict the completeness of his power and world influence. 

John 8:44 (KJV) 
44  Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.
Ephesians 2:2 (KJV) 
2  Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience:

Revelation 12:4 "And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth: and the dragon stood before the woman which was ready to be delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it was born."

Here we see a retrogression back to when Lucifer was thrown out of heaven and took 1/3 of the angels with him. He was thrown to the earth. The 1/3 stars (angels) which were thrown out with him are now followers of Satan and are his demon spirits. The woman was about to give birth to Jesus Christ. Satan used Herod to try to kill Jesus the moment He was born. This also indicates here the birth of the church, which the devil has tried to devour every way he could. Satan is opposing all churches who are holy and righteous and winning souls for Jesus. However, let us never forget that for every fallen angel (demons) against us, there are two angels (ministering spirits) standing by on assignment help us.

Isaiah 14:12-15 (KJV) 
12  How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations! 
13  For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north: 
14  I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High. 
15  Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit.

2 Peter 2:4 (KJV) 
4  For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment;
Matthew 2:13 (KJV) 
13  And when they were departed, behold, the angel of the Lord appeareth to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou there until I bring thee word: for Herod will seek the young child to destroy him.
Psalm 34:7 (KJV) 
7  The angel of the LORD encampeth round about them that fear him, and delivereth them.

Psalm 91:11 (KJV) 
11  For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways.

Revelation 12:5 "And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: and her child was caught up unto God, and [to] his throne."

The “man child” is speaking of Jesus and His church. Jesus will rule all nations when He returns to the earth as Lord of lords and King of kings. Jesus was caught up into heaven at the resurrection to sit upon His throne. He is even now sitting at the Right Hand of God the Father. The church will be carried into heaven at the catching away of the believers, and we, too, will sit near His throne; and we Christians will reign on this earth with Jesus as His subordinates.

Romans 8:34 (KJV) 
34  Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us.

1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 (KJV) 
16  For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 
17  Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.

1 Corinthians 6:2 (KJV) 
2  Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the world? and if the world shall be judged by you, are ye unworthy to judge the smallest matters?

Jude 1:14-15 (KJV) 
14  And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints, 
15  To execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against him. 

Revelation 12:6 "And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, that they should feed her there a thousand two hundred [and] threescore days."

The "wilderness" is the world. The “woman” here is Israel. During the last half of the Tribulation period (3 1/2 years or 1260 days), Israel will take refuge among the Gentile nations, where God will care for her. Chronologically, verse 6 occurs after verses 7-12, and is equivalent to verse 14.

Revelation 12:7 "And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels,"

Revelation 12:8 "And prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven."
Revelation 12:9 "And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him."

The vision of “war in heaven” anticipates Satan’s exclusion from heaven and restriction to the earth during the last half of the Tribulation period. Michael the archangel is the leader of God’s holy angels. Satan is the chief of the fallen angels. At the middle of the Tribulation period, God will empower Michael and his forces to cast Satan and his forces out of access to heaven, so that Satan must thereafter confine his activities to the earthly sphere. He is given four (4) designations: 

(1) Dragon pictures his monstrous character as the enemy of God.

(2) Serpent connects him with the clever deception of Eve.

(3) Devil means “Slanderer”

(4) Satan means “Adversary”

He is also deceiveth the whole world.

Genesis 3:14-15 (KJV) 
14  And the LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life: 
15  And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. 

1 Peter 5:8 (KJV) 
8  Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: 

Revelation 20:8 (KJV) 
8  And shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle: the number of whom is as the sand of the sea.
Revelation 12:10 "And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night."

Here we see the large heavenly body celebrating the fact that God is supreme. There will be no accusations against the Christians to God. The devil has always accused the saints, and Jesus has been our advocate with the Father. Every time the devil accuses us, Jesus reminds God that He paid for that. He (the devil) is tossed out once and for all time. His day is over.

Revelation 12:11 "And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death."

The "they" here are the Christians. When Jesus shed his blood on Calvary and became the perfect Lamb sacrifice once for all time, Satan was defeated. 

Romans 10:8 "But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, [even] in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach;"

Romans 10:9 "That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved."

Romans 10:10 "For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation."

You can see here the word of our testimony is when we open our mouths and declare that we believe Jesus Christ is Lord, and also believe He rose from the grave; we will be saved. We must proclaim this, even if we know it will mean our life. We are not to regard life here on this earth as very valuable. The life that is important is in heaven. This world is not the Christian's home. We are just passing through.

Revelation 12:12 "Therefore rejoice, [ye] heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! For the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short time."

Here we Christians are told to look up and rejoice when we see terrible things happening, because our redemption draweth nigh. Those who will dwell in heaven for all of eternity are the redeemed. The devil, even now, is in an all out push to destroy the church as it used to be fifty years ago. He realizes his time is running out, and he is working on the believers, trying to convert them to his way. His scheme is to tell us not to be a radical Christian. He is trying to make us not take God real seriously. He doesn't mind going to most churches, because he hears very little pure Word of God and no sermons on the blood. Watering down Jesus is one of his favorite tools to destroy the church.

Revelation 12:13 "And when the dragon saw that he was cast unto the earth, he persecuted the woman which brought forth the man [child]."
Revelation 12:14 "And to the woman were given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness, into her place, where she is nourished for a time, and times, and half a time, from the face of the serpent."

The Dragon’s persecution of Israel is apparently and attempt to exterminate God’s chosen people, thereby preventing the fulfillment of God’s promises to Abraham and David in the messianic kingdom. But God protects Israel. The “wings of a great eagle” represent swift escape from persecution. The “wilderness” symbolizes the Gentile nations of the world where believers will help hide Jews from the Antichrist’s persecution. However, two-thirds of them will die first. The “time, and times, and half a time” refer to the last half of the Tribulation period.

Matthew 24:16-22 (KJV) 
16  Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains: 
17  Let him which is on the housetop not come down to take any thing out of his house: 
18   Neither let him which is in the field return back to take his clothes. 
19  And woe unto them that are with child, and to them that give suck in those days! 
20  But pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the sabbath day: 
21  For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be. 
22  And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect's sake those days shall be shortened.
Zechariah 13:8-9 (KJV) 
8  And it shall come to pass, that in all the land, saith the LORD, two parts therein shall be cut off and die; but the third shall be left therein. 
9  And I will bring the third part through the fire, and will refine them as silver is refined, and will try them as gold is tried: they shall call on my name, and I will hear them: I will say, It is my people: and they shall say, The LORD is my God.
Revelation 12:15 "And the serpent cast out of his mouth water as a flood after the woman, that he might cause her to be carried away of the flood."
Revelation 12:16 "And the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed up the flood which the dragon cast out of his mouth."
Revelation 12:17 "And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ."

In the bible water generally is symbolic of the Word of God. However, this water comes from the serpent's mouth. This is a flood of false doctrine coming from the devil himself. Satan, through the Antichrist and his forces, will persecute the Jews throughout the earth, but the Gentile believers of the earth will receive them and hide them. The remnant may be a reference either to:

(1) Jewish believers, who have refused to worship Satan and his beast

(2) Gentile believers, who are the seed of Abraham through Christ

Psalm 18:4 (KJV) 
4  The sorrows of death compassed me, and the floods of ungodly men made me afraid. 

Isaiah 43:2 (KJV) 
2  When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee. 

Isaiah 59:19 (KJV) 
19  So shall they fear the name of the LORD from the west, and his glory from the rising of the sun. When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the LORD shall lift up a standard against him. 
 QUESTIONS
1. In V-1, what was the wonder that apeared in heaven?

2. What does the sun symbolize here?
3. What does the moon symbolize?
4. Who are the stars?
5. This woman is symbolic of whom?
6. Where is the Christians' home?
7. Who had the seven heads and ten horns?
8. Why was his color red?
9. What do the seven heads and ten horns mean?
10. What did the seven crowns indicate?
11. In V-4, the 1/3 part of the stars are who?
12. Why did the dragon stand before the woman who was ready to be delivered?
13. What was Satan's name in heaven?
14. What did the 1/3 of the angels who followed the devil become?
15. Who did Satan use to try to kill the Christ child?
16. How was the man child to rule the nations?
17. Where did the woman flee to?
18. Satan's angels are __________.
19. In V-12 who is the woe to?
20. When the dragon was cast unto the earth, he persecuted whom?
21. What came out of the serpent's mouth?
22. What is water symbolic of?
23. What kind of flood is this?
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