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JUDGMENT AND THE ANOINTED HEATHEN
Isaiah 45
Isaiah 45:1 " Thus saith the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have holden, to subdue nations before him; and I will loose the loins of kings, to open before him the two leaved gates; and the gates shall not be shut;"

God has chosen Cyrus to do a job for Him. To speak of a heathen as His annointed is strange. We usually think of men, such as Moses, as being annointed of God. All of mankind are the creation of God, whether they are Israelites, or not. Mankind chooses whom he will serve, but all are God's creation. This verse explains why God has anointed him. It is so that he might subdue the nations. When God opens the gates and sends you through those gates, you cannot fail. The right hand has to do with the spiritual side. The whole world will know, that the victories Cyrus has are of God. There will be no doubt that God is God.
Romans 9:14-24 (KJV) 
14  What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? God forbid. 
15  For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion. 
16  So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy. 
17  For the scripture saith unto Pharaoh, Even for this same purpose have I raised thee up, that I might shew my power in thee, and that my name might be declared throughout all the earth. 
18  Therefore hath he mercy on whom he will have mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth. 
19  Thou wilt say then unto me, Why doth he yet find fault? For who hath resisted his will? 
20  Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest against God? Shall the thing formed say to him that formed it, Why hast thou made me thus? 
21   Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same lump to make one vessel unto honour, and another unto dishonour? 
22  What if God, willing to shew his wrath, and to make his power known, endured with much longsuffering the vessels of wrath fitted to destruction: 
23  And that he might make known the riches of his glory on the vessels of mercy, which he had afore prepared unto glory, 
24  Even us, whom he hath called, not of the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles?

Isaiah 45:2 "I will go before thee, and make the crooked places straight: I will break in pieces the gates of brass, and cut in sunder the bars of iron:"

God has called him to this path. It is God who will clear the way for him, also. Historians tell us that the gates of Babylon were of pure brass. Perhaps, that is what is meant here. The bars of iron were hinges they opened with. The doors were, probably, wooden covered in bronze to make them appear to the world to be very strong. God could move any gate He chose, however strong.

Isaiah 45:3 "And I will give thee the treasures of darkness, and hidden riches of secret places, that thou mayest know that I, the LORD, which call [thee] by thy name, [am] the God of Israel."

The "treasures of darkness", to me, mean the treasures of the people who are living in darkness. The treasures of the unsaved might be another way of putting it. They, probably, had places of hiding for their wealth, as many people have safes today. Even though Cyrus is not an Israelite, he is going in the name of the God of Israel. God wants Cyrus to know beyond a doubt who He is. Notice the fact, that God called him by his name. The LORD, He is God.

Isaiah 45:4 "For Jacob my servant's sake, and Israel mine elect, I have even called thee by thy name: I have surnamed thee, though thou hast not known me."

It is a strange thing for God to call someone who is not an Israelite to win the battles for Him. Again I say, God created us all, and He can choose whomever He wants for any task. The statement "thou hast not known me" tells us that He was not a Hebrew. The main lesson in this verse, is that God loves all His creation. He loved this man so much, that He individually surnamed him.

Isaiah 45:5 "I [am] the LORD, and [there is] none else, [there is] no God beside me: I girded thee, though thou hast not known me:"

Cyrus did not know God, and how could he know there were no other? The LORD leaves no doubt who is calling Cyrus to this job. One of the benefits Cyrus will get from this, is to know the One True God. This is repeated several times to show the importance of who is sending Cyrus, and preparing him for this job. Who are we to question God’s judgment or motives about who He calls for any job?
Isaiah 55:8 (KJV) 
8  For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD.
Micah 4:12 (KJV) 
12  But they know not the thoughts of the LORD, neither understand they his counsel: for he shall gather them as the sheaves into the floor.

1 Corinthians 2:16 (KJV) 
16  For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ.

Isaiah 45:6 "That they may know from the rising of the sun, and from the west, that [there is] none beside me. I [am] the LORD, and [there is] none else."

From this verse, it appears that God wants all the heathen, as well as the Israelites, to know who has done this thing through Cyrus. God will manifest Himself in this and settle the issue that He is, in fact, God and there is no other.
Isaiah 45:7 "I form the light, and create darkness: I make peace, and create evil: I the LORD do all these [things]."

Notice in this, that the light already exists and is being manifest in whatever way God chooses. Darkness is the absence of light, so anytime the light is removed, you have darkness. Jesus is the King of Peace. The absence of peace is evil. Everything positive in this life is good. The negatives of life are on the dark side, or evil. Negatives, of this nature, are the absence of a positive. God is Creator of all things. Possibly, these people thought there were two gods, who each controlled good, or evil. Many people believe something similar to that today. They give too much power to Satan. Satan's power is limited to what God allows him to have. Satan is under the power and authority of God. God controls everything, because He is the LORD.

Isaiah 45:8 "Drop down, ye heavens, from above, and let the skies pour down righteousness: let the earth open, and let them bring forth salvation, and let righteousness spring up together; I the LORD have created it."

Righteousness and salvation are not a product of mankind. They are a gift from God. This righteousness pouring down from heaven is like a spiritual awakening that comes to the people. Our land is in great need of a spiritual awakening now. When Israel went into idolatry and got into trouble, they would cry to God for forgiveness. God heard their prayers, and forgave them, and poured out His blessings upon them. They must receive God's righteousness by accepting His salvation. Righteousness and salvation are products of each other. Just as righteousness is a gift to mankind from God, so is salvation. Man cannot save himself, God must give it to us.
Ephesians 2:8-9 (KJV) 
8  For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 
9  Not of works, lest any man should boast.

Isaiah 45:9 "Woe unto him that striveth with his Maker! [Let] the potsherd [strive] with the potsherds of the earth. Shall the clay say to him that fashioneth it, What makest thou? or thy work, He hath no hands?"
Isaiah 45:10 "Woe unto him that saith unto [his] father, What begettest thou? or to the woman, What hast thou brought forth?"

The Israelites thought they were the only ones to be used of God. They did not understand God using a heathen man for this job. Who are they to question the God who made them? We might ask ourselves the same question. Who are we {the created} to question God who created us? It is a very dangerous thing for the created to question the Creator. "Potsherd" means pottery made from the earth. Every man was formed from the dust of the earth, whether Hebrew, or heathen. The God who formed you has control of you. He can make you into whatever He wants you to be. It is not our place to question. A person should not disrespect their father and mother, because they are the two of them. The father and the mother are one flesh in the child they produce.

Isaiah 45:11 "Thus saith the LORD, the Holy One of Israel, and his Maker, Ask me of things to come concerning my sons, and concerning the work of my hands command ye me."

The word "Holy" is the key word in this Scripture. It goes so far, it is hard to explain. It is not enough to say without fault. It, also, means beyond temptation. It means perfect, upright, righteous, sacred both ceremonially and morally. Even this is not enough, but our vocabulary and knowledge is too small to explain the fulness of the word Holy. To call Him, the Holy One, sets Him aside from all mankind. 

Romans 8:15 "For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father." 
Galatians 4:6 "And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father." 
Those of us who call Jesus Christ our Saviour are the sons of God. Jesus is the Only Begotten Son, but we are the adopted sons. Since God is the maker, He can do with Israel as He wishes. Jesus did all the work for all of mankind on the cross. We are the works of His hands.

Isaiah 45:12 "I have made the earth, and created man upon it: I, [even] my hands, have stretched out the heavens, and all their host have I commanded."

This is the opening statement to the creation. If you do not believe this statement to be true, then you are wasting your time reading the Bible. God is the same in every book of the Bible. The last book verifies this.

Genesis 1:1 "In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth."

Revelation 4:11 "Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created." 
God is the Maker or Creator of it all. God prepared the world for the habitation of mankind. His last and greatest creation was mankind in His image. God spoke the whole thing into existence. 
John 1:1 "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God." 
John 1:2 "The same was in the beginning with God." 

John 1:3 "All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made."
Isaiah 45:13 "I have raised him up in righteousness, and I will direct all his ways: he shall build my city, and

he shall let go my captives, not for price nor reward, saith the LORD of hosts."

God has a purpose in all of this. God, Himself, raises up Cyrus to carry out the purposes of God. Cyrus was not righteous, but God clothed Cyrus in His righteousness. The Hebrews will be set free, not for monetary gain, but because God directed Cyrus to do this. Many people who work for God are doing it to please God, not for money.
Isaiah 45:14 "Thus saith the LORD, The labour of Egypt, and merchandise of Ethiopia and of the Sabeans, men of stature, shall come over unto thee, and they shall be thine: they shall come after thee; in chains they shall come over, and they shall fall down unto thee, they shall make supplication unto thee, [saying], Surely God [is] in thee; and [there is] none else, [there is] no God."

Egypt symbolizes the world. In this case, the unconverted world. The Ethiopians, Sabeans, and Egyptians were not only "men tall of stature" physically, but were thought of as men of power. They were merchants. At one time, Egypt was thought of as a very powerful nation. They would not have been easily conquered. The power of God in Cyrus brought around their surrender. We know they are conquered, because they are in chains. All of

these mighty men are aware that Cyrus had supernatural help from God. They recognize God's hand in this and worship Him as the One True God.
Isaiah 45:15 "Verily thou [art] a God that hidest thyself, O God of Israel, the Saviour."

This is speaking of the mysteries of God. God is hidden, until we reach out and search for Him. 
Matthew 7:7 "Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you:" 
God was hidden to the heathen people, until Jesus made salvation open to all who would believe. God had revealed Himself to the Israelites alone. God gave His law to the Hebrews, but grace was given to all through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Isaiah 45:16 "They shall be ashamed, and also confounded, all of them: they shall go to confusion together [that are] makers of idols."

People worshipped idols, because they were not acquainted with the One True God. To worship an idol is about the most foolish thing a person can do. The idol could not be of any help at all to them. A desire to worship God was built into men. They just had not found the real God to worship. The only thing that would keep a person from being saved would be to choose to worship an idol over God.

Isaiah 45:17 "[But] Israel shall be saved in the LORD with an everlasting salvation: ye shall not be ashamed nor confounded world without end."

The salvation that the LORD provides, is not a temporary situation, it is for all eternity. Notice, "in the LORD". If we are in Him, and He in us, we are His. Abraham's faith in God was counted unto for righteousness. All who place their faith in the LORD will be saved like their father faithful Abraham. It is your faith that saves you. 
Isaiah 45:18 "For thus saith the LORD that created the heavens; Godvhimself that formed the earth and made it; he hath established it, hevcreated it not in vain, he formed it to be inhabited: I [am] the LORD; and[there is] none else."

We spoke before, how God created the earth and the heavens for the habitation of mankind. When God created the earth, heavens, and everything, and everyone in it, He said it was good. Everything, including man, was created good. Man's use has caused the sin. God actually created man to live forever, but man sinned and brought death. God, who created all things, is good. God, realizing the failure of man to live victorious on this earth, gave us a better plan of salvation which is grace. God is God. Let Him be God alone.

Isaiah 45:19 "I have not spoken in secret, in a dark place of the earth: I said not unto the seed of Jacob, Seek ye me in vain: I the LORD speak righteousness, I declare things that are right."

God spoke from the mountaintop to the people at mount Sinai. They could not bear to hear, and God then spoke to them through Moses. God's presence was in the tabernacle in the wilderness. He was not a God that hid from

them. He showed Himself over and over to His people. The law was not bad, if they had kept it. No man lives above sin, so God sent a Saviour {Jesus Christ}. God is Righteousness. When we believe, we take on the righteousness of Christ, which puts us in right standing with God. The seed of Jacob is the same as the seed of Abraham. 
Galatians 3:16 "Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ." 
Galatians 3:29 "And if ye [be] Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise."

Isaiah 45:20 "Assemble yourselves and come; draw near together, ye [that are] escaped of the nations: they have no knowledge that set up the wood of their graven image, and pray unto a god [that] cannot save."

This explains the futility of worshipping a god that cannot save. They are escaped of the idolatrous country, now they must escape the worship of idols, and come to the God that saves.

Isaiah 45:21 "Tell ye, and bring [them] near; yea, let them take counsel together: who hath declared this from ancient time? [who] hath told it from that time? [have] not I the LORD? and [there is] no God else beside me; a just God and a Saviour; [there is] none beside me."

This is a challenge to the false gods. God does not care how many false gods they have. There is no strength and wisdom in all of them combined. God has told from the beginning of His saving power. All He has said, He has done. God had proved over and over that the idols were nothings, that He alone is God. Men can put their faith in God and be saved. God is a just God. His justice is Holy. The things you can look for in God are mercy, truth, peace, joy, happiness, and righteousness. He is, also, the Saviour of the world.

Isaiah 45:22 "Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I [am] God, and [there is] none else."

Another way to say this is found in the following Scriptures. 
Zechariah 1:3 "Therefore say thou unto them, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Turn ye unto me, saith the LORD of hosts, and I will turn unto you, saith the LORD of hosts." 
Acts 26:18 "To open their eyes, [and] to turn [them] from darkness to light, and [from] the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me." 
God made man from the dust of the earth. God breathed the breath of life into man. That breath is our life. The will of man is in the fact that he became a living soul. The thing that separates man from animals, is the power to choose. This is the soul of man. Animals have breath, but they do not have a soul. Man alone has the power to choose to follow God, or not. Notice, in verse 22 above, it is an act of the will. We must recognize God for who He is, and allow Him to save us.
Isaiah 45:23 "I have sworn by myself, the word is gone out of my mouth [in] righteousness, and shall not return, That unto me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear."

This same statement is made about Jesus. God said it and it is so.

Philippians 2:10 "That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of [things] in heaven, and [things] in earth, and [things] under the earth;" 
Philippians 2:11 "And [that] every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ [is] Lord, to the glory of God the Father." 
Isaiah 45:24 "Surely, shall [one] say, in the LORD have I righteousness and strength: [even] to him shall [men] come; and all that are incensed against him shall be ashamed."

There is coming a time when those who denied Him will be ashamed, for all shall know Him. 
Hebrews 8:11 "And they shall not teach every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for all shall know me, from the least to the greatest."

Isaiah 45:25 "In the LORD shall all the seed of Israel be justified, and shall glory."

LORD is Jehovah here. Jesus means Jehovah Saviour. This then, is speaking of the salvation that all mankind can have in Jesus Christ. When I see "all the seed of Israel" I believe it is speaking of the physical and spiritual house of Israel. We will be "justified" {just as if we had never sinned}, because He paid the price for our sins with His precious shed blood. The glory is His and the Father's.

Questions

1. What was strange about speaking of Cyrus as God's anointed?

2. All men are God's creation, each of us chooses whether we will ________ _____, or not.
3. For whose sake did God call Cyrus to battle?
4. What is darkness?
5. What false idea do some people have about Satan?
6. Righteousness and salvation are not a product of ___________.
7. What is a "potsherd"?
8. What is the key word in verse 11?
9. Why did God raise up Cyrus?
10. What gives Cyrus righteousness?
11. What does Egypt symbolize?
12. What is verse 15 speaking of?
13. Abraham's _________ was counted unto him for righteousness.
14. What is verse 20 explaining?
15. Verse 21 is a challenge to what?
16. What is the life of man?
17. What separates the man and animals?
18. Who had God sworn by?
19.  __ ___ _____ shall all the seed of Israel be justified, and shall glory.
20. What does "justified" mean?
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