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THE WAY CHRIST WORKS
MATTHEW 11:1-15
Matthew 11:1 "And it came to pass, when Jesus had made an end of commanding his twelve disciples, he departed thence to teach and to preach in their cities."

After teaching His disciples Jesus them to their various cities to follow His example of teaching, preaching and healing. He then went to other areas and ministered alone, but later returned to some of the same cities.
Matthew 9:35-38 (KJV) 
35  And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among the people. 
36  But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on them, because they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd. 
37  Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few; 
38  Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest.
Luke 23:1-5 (KJV) 
1  And the whole multitude of them arose, and led him unto Pilate. 
2  And they began to accuse him, saying, We found this fellow perverting the nation, and forbidding to give tribute to Caesar, saying that he himself is Christ a King. 
3  And Pilate asked him, saying, Art thou the King of the Jews? And he answered him and said, Thou sayest it. 
4  Then said Pilate to the chief priests and to the people, I find no fault in this man. 
5  And they were the more fierce, saying, He stirreth up the people, teaching throughout all Jewry, beginning from Galilee to this place. 
Numbers 16:28 (KJV) 
28  And Moses said, Hereby ye shall know that the LORD hath sent me to do all these works; for I have not done them of mine own mind.

John 14:12-14 (KJV) 
12  Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father. 
13  And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 
14  If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it.
John 17:4 (KJV) 
4  I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do. 
1 Corinthians 3:5-9 (KJV) 
5  Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye believed, even as the Lord gave to every man? 
6  I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase. 
7  So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase. 
8  Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one: and every man shall receive his own reward according to his own labour. 
9  For we are labourers together with God: ye are God's husbandry, ye are God's building. 

1 Corinthians 16:10 (KJV) 
10  Now if Timotheus come, see that he may be with you without fear: for he worketh the work of the Lord, as I also do. 
Matthew 11:2 "Now when John had heard in the prison the works of Christ, he sent two of his disciples," 

Matthew 11:3 "And said unto him, Art thou he that should come, or do we look for another?"

These disciples that John the baptist sent were John's followers. John was imprisoned at this time. John proclaimed the coming of Christ and actually baptized Jesus. Now, he seemed to be going through a trial himself. Like the disciples, John, probably, really expected Jesus to take physical rule of Isreal then, so he questioned, are you the promised one? Even the "voice crying in the wilderness" was discouraged and doubting there in prison. This is so difficult to believe after he had heard the voice from heaven, when he baptized Jesus.
Matthew 4:11-19 (KJV) 
11  Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels came and ministered unto him. 
12  Now when Jesus had heard that John was cast into prison, he departed into Galilee; 
13  And leaving Nazareth, he came and dwelt in Capernaum, which is upon the sea coast, in the borders of Zabulon and Nephthalim: 
14  That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, 
15  The land of Zabulon, and the land of Nephthalim, by the way of the sea, beyond Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles; 
16  The people which sat in darkness saw great light; and to them which sat in the region and shadow of death light is sprung up. 
17  From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 
18  And Jesus, walking by the sea of Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea: for they were fishers. 
19  And he saith unto them, Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men. 

Matthew 11:4 "Jesus answered and said unto them, Go and shew John again those things which ye do hear and see:" 

Matthew 11:5 "The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached to them."

No one but the Spirit of God can perform these kind of miracles in their own name. Jesus was healing, delivering, and raising from the dead in His own name. Believers in the Lord Jesus Christ can do these miracles today, the only difference is that we do them in His name (the name of the Lord Jesus Christ). This same 14th chapter tells about this very thing. 
John 14:11 "Believe me that I [am] in the Father, and the Father in me: or else believe me for the very works' sake."

John 14:12 "Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater [works] than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father."

John 14:13 "And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son." 

John 14:14 "If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do [it]."

You see, just the miracles that Jesus did was proof of who he was (God manifest in the flesh). 
In Matthew 11:4, the one word that really stands out is "again". John undoubtedly had seen Jesus do these miracles before, but because John was suffering in jail he needed reassurance.

Matthew 11:6 "And blessed is [he], whosoever shall not be offended in me."

This just means you are blessed, if you are not embarrassed by the miracles Jesus did. However, this is the challenge of all true disciples. Understanding the ways and works of Christ requires faithfulness in the midst of unexplainable circumstances.
Matthew 18:1-35 (KJV) 
1  At the same time came the disciples unto Jesus, saying, Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven? 
2  And Jesus called a little child unto him, and set him in the midst of them, 
3  And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven. 
4  Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 
5  And whoso shall receive one such little child in my name receiveth me. 
6  But whoso shall offend one of these little ones which believe in me, it were better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and that he were drowned in the depth of the sea. 
7  Woe unto the world because of offences! for it must needs be that offences come; but woe to that man by whom the offence cometh! 
8  Wherefore if thy hand or thy foot offend thee, cut them off, and cast them from thee: it is better for thee to enter into life halt or maimed, rather than having two hands or two feet to be cast into everlasting fire. 
9  And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee: it is better for thee to enter into life with one eye, rather than having two eyes to be cast into hell fire. 
10  Take heed that ye despise not one of these little ones; for I say unto you, That in heaven their angels do always behold the face of my Father which is in heaven. 
11  For the Son of man is come to save that which was lost. 
12  How think ye? if a man have an hundred sheep, and one of them be gone astray, doth he not leave the ninety and nine, and goeth into the mountains, and seeketh that which is gone astray? 
13  And if so be that he find it, verily I say unto you, he rejoiceth more of that sheep, than of the ninety and nine which went not astray. 
14  Even so it is not the will of your Father which is in heaven, that one of these little ones should perish. 
15  Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. 
16  But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established. 
17  And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican. 
18  Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 
19  Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven. 
20  For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them. 
21  Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? till seven times? 
22  Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, Until seven times: but, Until seventy times seven. 
23  Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened unto a certain king, which would take account of his servants. 
24  And when he had begun to reckon, one was brought unto him, which owed him ten thousand talents. 
25  But forasmuch as he had not to pay, his lord commanded him to be sold, and his wife, and children, and all that he had, and payment to be made. 
26  The servant therefore fell down, and worshipped him, saying, Lord, have patience with me, and I will pay thee all. 
27  Then the lord of that servant was moved with compassion, and loosed him, and forgave him the debt. 
28  But the same servant went out, and found one of his fellowservants, which owed him an hundred pence: and he laid hands on him, and took him by the throat, saying, Pay me that thou owest. 
29  And his fellowservant fell down at his feet, and besought him, saying, Have patience with me, and I will pay thee all. 
30  And he would not: but went and cast him into prison, till he should pay the debt. 
31  So when his fellowservants saw what was done, they were very sorry, and came and told unto their lord all that was done. 
32  Then his lord, after that he had called him, said unto him, O thou wicked servant, I forgave thee all that debt, because thou desiredst me: 
33  Shouldest not thou also have had compassion on thy fellowservant, even as I had pity on thee? 
34  And his lord was wroth, and delivered him to the tormentors, till he should pay all that was due unto him. 
35  So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from your hearts forgive not every one his brother their trespasses. 

Matthew 11:7 "And as they departed, Jesus began to say unto the multitudes concerning John, What went ye out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken with the wind?" 

Matthew 11:8 "But what went ye out for to see? A man clothed in soft raiment? behold, they that wear soft [clothing] are in kings' houses." 

Matthew 11:9 "But what went ye out for to see? A prophet? yea, I say unto you, and more than a prophet."

Matthew 11:10 "For this is [he], of whom it is written, Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, which shall prepare thy way before thee. 
When John's disciples left, Jesus started telling the people who John the Baptist really was. The people expected Jesus to take up His reign then, and they expected the one who would herald His coming to be dressed in finery. Prophets were usually dressed in skins, not fancy clothes. Even today, the true messengers of God are not high and mighty by the world's standards. They just have a message to bring, and usually, they stay in the back ground. The message is what stands out. We must prepare the way for the return of Christ.

Matthew 11:11 "Verily I say unto you, Among them that are born of women there hath not risen a greater than John the Baptist: notwithstanding he that is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he."

John was flesh and blood like you and me. Even though there was a great call on his life, he still had human frailties. He was a voice warning people of Jesus' arrival. He was not Jesus; he was just proclaiming His coming. No human should think too highly of himself. God the Father, God the Word, and God the Holy Spirit are the ones to be worshipped. No one else should be worshipped; no matter how close to God they seem to be.

Matthew 11:12 "And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and the violent take it by force."

This is speaking of the spiritual warfare that a Christian must go through to enter heaven.

2 Corinthians 10:3-6 (KJV) 
3  For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: 
4  (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) 
5  Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ; 
6  And having in a readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your obedience is fulfilled.

Matthew 11:13 "For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John." 
Matthew 11:14 "And if ye will receive [it], this is Elias, which was for to come."

In the 4th chapter of Malachi the 5th verse, we read the promise of Elias. 
Malachi 4:5 "Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD:"

Matthew 11:15 "He that hath ears to hear, let him hear."

You see people, who look at the Bible from the physical and not the spiritual standpoint, cannot accept this. Those who are seeing with the heart can. One translation says, one like unto Elijah.

QUESTIONS
1. After Jesus dispatched the disciples, what did He do?

2. Where was John when he heard?
3. What was happening to John?
4. Why is this difficult for us to understand?
5. What did Jesus tell John's disciples?
6. Who did Jesus preach to?
7. What was proof of who Jesus was?
8. Why did John need reassurance?
9. What did the people think about John's clothing?
10. What did prophets usually wear?
11. If these people of God are not the high and mighty, why does God send them?
12. Jesus said John was great on earth, but what about heaven?
13. Who was John?
14. What is Matthew 11:12 saying?
15. Who did Jesus say John was?
16. What causes a person to read a Scripture and not understand?
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