March 14, 2017
BIBLE STUDY
Greater Refuge Memorial Church of Our Lord Jesus Christ of the Apostolic Faith, Inc.

596 West Church Street, Orlando, FL 32805 ~ Phone 407.872.1984

Web site www.RefugeOrlando.com
Pastor M.R. McCoy, Sr., Servant / Shepherd

CHRISTIAN PERFECTION AND 
THE BOLDNESS OF THE RIGHTEOUS
Proverbs 28:1 "The wicked flee when no man pursueth: but the righteous are bold as a lion."

A guilty conscience is a terrible thing. We can see in this that the wicked flee because they are guilty of sin and they know it. Their fear comes from being found out and punished for the things they have done. They are constantly looking over their shoulder, because they know punishment is coming. They just do not know when, or from where. Their worst fear is fear of death and hell. The righteous are such a drastic opposite. They have no fear of things of this earth because they are assured that greater is He that is within them than he that is in the world. God is on their side, and who can be against them. They have on fear of death, because they are promised eternal life. Death of the body on the earth to them is like stepping through a door into all of eternity.
Boldness is the opposite of fearfulness. To be bold implies a willingness to get things done despite risks.

For example, in the context of sociability, a bold person may be willing to risk shame or rejection in social situations, or to bend rules of etiquette or politeness. An excessively bold person could aggressively ask for money, or persistently push someone to fulfill a request.
The word "bold" may also be used as a synonym of "impudent": for example, a child may be punished for being "bold" by acting disrespectfully toward an adult or by misbehaving.
Boldness may be contrasted with courageousness in that the latter implies having fear but confronting it. An example of personified boldness may be found in the Greco-Roman mythological character Philemon. 

Proverbs 14:26-27 (KJV) 
26  In the fear of the LORD is strong confidence: and his children shall have a place of refuge. 
27  The fear of the LORD is a fountain of life, to depart from the snares of death.

1 John 4:17-18 (KJV) 
17  Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: because as he is, so are we in this world.

18  There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love.

Ephesians 3:11-13 (KJV) 
11  According to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord: 
12  In whom we have boldness and access with confidence by the faith of him. 
13  Wherefore I desire that ye faint not at my tribulations for you, which is your glory.

Hebrews 4:16 (KJV) 
16  Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.

1 John 2:28-29 (KJV) 
28  And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may have confidence, and not be ashamed before him at his coming. 
29  If ye know that he is righteous, ye know that every one that doeth righteousness is born of him.

Hebrews 10:19-39 (KJV) 
19  Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, 
20  By a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh; 
21  And having an high priest over the house of God; 
22  Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water. 
23  Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;) 
24  And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works: 
25  Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. 
26  For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, 
27  But a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries. 
28  He that despised Moses' law died without mercy under two or three witnesses: 
29  Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace? 
30  For we know him that hath said, Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will recompense, saith the Lord. And again, The Lord shall judge his people. 
31  It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. 
32  But call to remembrance the former days, in which, after ye were illuminated, ye endured a great fight of afflictions; 
33  Partly, whilst ye were made a gazingstock both by reproaches and afflictions; and partly, whilst ye became companions of them that were so used. 
34  For ye had compassion of me in my bonds, and took joyfully the spoiling of your goods, knowing in yourselves that ye have in heaven a better and an enduring substance. 
35  Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great recompence of reward. 
36  For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the promise. 
37  For yet a little while, and he that shall come will come, and will not tarry. 
38  Now the just shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him. 
39  But we are not of them who draw back unto perdition; but of them that believe to the saving of the soul. 

Hebrews 13:5-6 (KJV) 
5  Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. 
6  So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me.

EXAMPLES OF RIGHTEOUS BOLDNESS
Genesis 18:23-33 (KJV) 
23  And Abraham drew near, and said, Wilt thou also destroy the righteous with the wicked? 
24  Peradventure there be fifty righteous within the city: wilt thou also destroy and not spare the place for the fifty righteous that are therein? 
25  That be far from thee to do after this manner, to slay the righteous with the wicked: and that the righteous should be as the wicked, that be far from thee: Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right? 
26  And the LORD said, If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then I will spare all the place for their sakes. 
27  And Abraham answered and said, Behold now, I have taken upon me to speak unto the Lord, which am but dust and ashes: 
28  Peradventure there shall lack five of the fifty righteous: wilt thou destroy all the city for lack of five? And he said, If I find there forty and five, I will not destroy it. 
29  And he spake unto him yet again, and said, Peradventure there shall be forty found there. And he said, I will not do it for forty's sake. 
30  And he said unto him, Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak: Peradventure there shall thirty be found there. And he said, I will not do it, if I find thirty there. 
31  And he said, Behold now, I have taken upon me to speak unto the Lord: Peradventure there shall be twenty found there. And he said, I will not destroy it for twenty's sake. 
32  And he said, Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak yet but this once: Peradventure ten shall be found there. And he said, I will not destroy it for ten's sake. 
33  And the LORD went his way, as soon as he had left communing with Abraham: and Abraham returned unto his place. 

Exodus 33:12-23 (KJV) 
12  And Moses said unto the LORD, See, thou sayest unto me, Bring up this people: and thou hast not let me know whom thou wilt send with me. Yet thou hast said, I know thee by name, and thou hast also found grace in my sight. 
13  Now therefore, I pray thee, if I have found grace in thy sight, shew me now thy way, that I may know thee, that I may find grace in thy sight: and consider that this nation is thy people. 
14  And he said, My presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee rest. 
15  And he said unto him, If thy presence go not with me, carry us not up hence. 
16  For wherein shall it be known here that I and thy people have found grace in thy sight? is it not in that thou goest with us? so shall we be separated, I and thy people, from all the people that are upon the face of the earth. 
17  And the LORD said unto Moses, I will do this thing also that thou hast spoken: for thou hast found grace in my sight, and I know thee by name. 
18  And he said, I beseech thee, shew me thy glory. 
19  And he said, I will make all my goodness pass before thee, and I will proclaim the name of the LORD before thee; and will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will shew mercy on whom I will shew mercy. 
20  And he said, Thou canst not see my face: for there shall no man see me, and live. 
21  And the LORD said, Behold, there is a place by me, and thou shalt stand upon a rock: 
22  And it shall come to pass, while my glory passeth by, that I will put thee in a clift of the rock, and will cover thee with my hand while I pass by: 
23  And I will take away mine hand, and thou shalt see my back parts: but my face shall not be seen.
Acts 28:30-31 (KJV) 
30  And Paul dwelt two whole years in his own hired house, and received all that came in unto him, 
31  Preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching those things which concern the Lord Jesus Christ, with all confidence, no man forbidding him. 

Mark 15:42-43 (KJV) 
42  And now when the even was come, because it was the preparation, that is, the day before the sabbath, 
43  Joseph of Arimathaea, an honourable counsellor, which also waited for the kingdom of God, came, and went in boldly unto Pilate, and craved the body of Jesus. 

Acts 4:5-14 (KJV) 
5  And it came to pass on the morrow, that their rulers, and elders, and scribes, 
6  And Annas the high priest, and Caiaphas, and John, and Alexander, and as many as were of the kindred of the high priest, were gathered together at Jerusalem. 
7  And when they had set them in the midst, they asked, By what power, or by what name, have ye done this? 
8  Then Peter, filled with the Holy Ghost, said unto them, Ye rulers of the people, and elders of Israel, 
9  If we this day be examined of the good deed done to the impotent man, by what means he is made whole; 
10  Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead, even by him doth this man stand here before you whole. 
11  This is the stone which was set at nought of you builders, which is become the head of the corner. 
12  Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved. 
13  Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were unlearned and ignorant men, they marvelled; and they took knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus. 
14  And beholding the man which was healed standing with them, they could say nothing against it. 

1 Timothy 3:12-13 (KJV) 
12  Let the deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling their children and their own houses well. 
13  For they that have used the office of a deacon well purchase to themselves a good degree, and great boldness in the faith which is in Christ Jesus.  

Acts 4:23-31 (KJV) 
23  And being let go, they went to their own company, and reported all that the chief priests and elders had said unto them. 
24  And when they heard that, they lifted up their voice to God with one accord, and said, Lord, thou art God, which hast made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all that in them is: 
25  Who by the mouth of thy servant David hast said, Why did the heathen rage, and the people imagine vain things? 
26  The kings of the earth stood up, and the rulers were gathered together against the Lord, and against his Christ. 
27  For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were gathered together, 
28  For to do whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel determined before to be done. 
29  And now, Lord, behold their threatenings: and grant unto thy servants, that with all boldness they may speak thy word, 
30  By stretching forth thine hand to heal; and that signs and wonders may be done by the name of thy holy child Jesus. 
31  And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled together; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness. 

Acts 9:23-31 (KJV) 
23  And after that many days were fulfilled, the Jews took counsel to kill him: 
24  But their laying await was known of Saul. And they watched the gates day and night to kill him. 
25  Then the disciples took him by night, and let him down by the wall in a basket. 
26  And when Saul was come to Jerusalem, he assayed to join himself to the disciples: but they were all afraid of him, and believed not that he was a disciple. 
27  But Barnabas took him, and brought him to the apostles, and declared unto them how he had seen the Lord in the way, and that he had spoken to him, and how he had preached boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus. 
28  And he was with them coming in and going out at Jerusalem. 
29  And he spake boldly in the name of the Lord Jesus, and disputed against the Grecians: but they went about to slay him. 
30  Which when the brethren knew, they brought him down to Caesarea, and sent him forth to Tarsus. 
31  Then had the churches rest throughout all Judaea and Galilee and Samaria, and were edified; and walking in the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, were multiplied. 

Acts 19:8-12 (KJV) 
8  And he went into the synagogue, and spake boldly for the space of three months, disputing and persuading the things concerning the kingdom of God. 
9  But when divers were hardened, and believed not, but spake evil of that way before the multitude, he departed from them, and separated the disciples, disputing daily in the school of one Tyrannus. 
10  And this continued by the space of two years; so that all they which dwelt in Asia heard the word of the Lord Jesus, both Jews and Greeks. 
11  And God wrought special miracles by the hands of Paul: 
12  So that from his body were brought unto the sick handkerchiefs or aprons, and the diseases departed from them, and the evil spirits went out of them.
Acts 14:1-7 (KJV) 
1  And it came to pass in Iconium, that they went both together into the synagogue of the Jews, and so spake, that a great multitude both of the Jews and also of the Greeks believed. 
2  But the unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles, and made their minds evil affected against the brethren. 
3  Long time therefore abode they speaking boldly in the Lord, which gave testimony unto the word of his grace, and granted signs and wonders to be done by their hands. 
4  But the multitude of the city was divided: and part held with the Jews, and part with the apostles. 
5  And when there was an assault made both of the Gentiles, and also of the Jews with their rulers, to use them despitefully, and to stone them, 
6  They were ware of it, and fled unto Lystra and Derbe, cities of Lycaonia, and unto the region that lieth round about: 
7  And there they preached the gospel. 
20 BOLD QUOTES
1. “Be bold when others are scared.”-Thomas J. Powell
2. “Avoiding danger is no safer in the long run than outright exposure. The fearful are caught as often as the bold.”– Helen Keller
3. “Our solutions must be beyond anything we have ever considered, …We should not be afraid to try bold new approaches.”  -Mary Landrieu
4. “Fortune befriends the bold.” -Emily Dickinson
5. “Freedom lies in being bold.”  -Robert Frost
6. “Boldness be my friend.” -William Shakespeare
7. “No great discovery was ever made without a bold guess.”-Isaac Newton
8. “Originality implies being bold enough to go beyond accepted norms.” -Anthony Storr 
9. “Stand upright, speak thy thoughts, declare The truth thou hast, that all may share; Be bold, proclaim it everywhere: They only live who dare.” –Voltaire

10. “How bold one gets when one is sure of being loved.”   Sigmund Freud

11. “Realize that ultimate success comes from opportunistic, bold move which by definition, cannot be planned.” – Ross Johnson
12. “Whatever you do, or dream you can, begin it. Boldness has genius and power and magic in it.”-Johann Wolfgang von Goethe
13. “Boldness has genius, power, and magic in it.” -Johann Wolfgang von Goethe
14. “At the center of Bold Moves are the choices people make every day about how to live their lives – that’s what drives the action.” -Cisco Codina
15. “Even God lends a hand to honest boldness.” -Menander 
16. “If you choose something that’s really bold, it can really stand on its own.”-Aimee SandS

17. “Those who take bold chances don’t think failure is the opposite of success. They believe complacency is.” –unknown

18.  “Put a grain of boldness into everything you do.”  –Baltasar Gracian
19. “Live daringly, boldly, fearlessly. Taste the relish to be found in competition – in having put forth the best within you.” – James Kaiser
20. “Originality implies being bold enough to go beyond accepted norms.” -Anthony Storr
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