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"Oh that [men] would praise the LORD [for] his goodness,

and [for] his wonderful works to the children of men!"

Psalms 107
Psalms 107:1 "O give thanks unto the LORD, for [he is] good: for his mercy [endureth] for ever."

This is not just a song of this penman, but of all of the redeemed. It seems so small to just praise Him, but in all reality that is the only thing we can do. What a consolation to know that His mercy goes on and on forever. There is only one good, and that is God.
Psalms 107:2 "Let the redeemed of the LORD say [so], whom he hath redeemed from the hand of the enemy;"

The redeemed from Egypt were the children of Israel. Christians, likewise have been redeemed.  We have been redeemed from this sinful world. We have been redeemed from sin and death. 

I Peter 1:18 "Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, [as] silver and gold, from your vain conversation [received] by tradition from your fathers;" 

I Peter 1:19 "But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:"

Psalms 107:3 "And gathered them out of the lands, from the east, and from the west, from the north, and from the south."

What a promise that the believers of all nations shall be gathered unto Him! This has several meanings. It, also, means that the Jews will be gathered to their homeland from all over the world. Even greater than that, will be the day when we are all gathered in Him.
Psalms 107:4 "They wandered in the wilderness in a solitary way; they found no city to dwell in."

This, is speaking of the children of Israel’s wandering in the wilderness. The wilderness is a type of sin after deliverance and prior to salvation. The wilderness is also a type of tribulation for the believer. Abraham wandered like this, looking for a city whose maker was God. There is no resting place in this dry and barren land we call the earth. We, like Abraham, must look for a city whose maker is God.
Acts 8:18-24 (KJV) 
18  And when Simon saw that through laying on of the apostles' hands the Holy Ghost was given, he offered them money, 
19  Saying, Give me also this power, that on whomsoever I lay hands, he may receive the Holy Ghost. 
20  But Peter said unto him, Thy money perish with thee, because thou hast thought that the gift of God may be purchased with money. 
21  Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter: for thy heart is not right in the sight of God. 
22  Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee. 
23  For I perceive that thou art in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity. 
24  Then answered Simon, and said, Pray ye to the Lord for me, that none of these things which ye have spoken come upon me.

Hebrews 11:8-10 (KJV) 
8  By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went. 
9  By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise: 
10  For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God.

Hebrews 11:37-40 (KJV) 
37  They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword: they wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented; 
38  (Of whom the world was not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. 
39  And these all, having obtained a good report through faith, received not the promise: 
40  God having provided some better thing for us, that they without us should not be made perfect.
Psalms 107:5 "Hungry and thirsty, their soul fainted in them."

I do not believe this to be physical hunger and thirst. Jesus told the woman at the well, if she drank of the water He gave her, she would never thirst again. This hunger is for the Word of God. The Word is many times depicted as water, and as food, or bread. When you feed upon the Word, it satisfies your soul.
Psalms 107:6 "Then they cried unto the LORD in their trouble, [and] he delivered them out of their distresses."

When we get to the end of ourselves, then we cry out to God in earnest. He hears our prayer and answers us. Jesus is the Deliverer.
Psalms 107:7 "And he led them forth by the right way, that they might go to a city of habitation."

There are two ways a person can go. The wrong way is the wide path that leads to destruction. The right way is the straight and narrow path. That broad path of destruction is dark and full of problems and pitfalls. The right path that is narrow is well lit up with the Light of Jesus. On that path it will be easy to see the way, if we keep our eye on the Light [Jesus].
Psalms 107:8 "Oh that [men] would praise the LORD [for] his goodness, and [for] his wonderful works to the children of men!"

Those who have been delivered, whether from physical bondage or spiritual bondage, should praise Him without ceasing. Greater love hath no man than He lay down His life for His friends. Jesus called us friends. He gave His life on the cross that we might be saved. His 6 hours of work on the cross was the greatest work ever done for mankind. It was all done for the children of men, that they might become the sons of God.
Psalms 107:9 "For he satisfieth the longing soul, and filleth the hungry soul with goodness."

There is a longing in the soul of all mankind. This longing cannot be filled with anything except the Lord. Many people say that they searched and searched to fill the void in their life. Many of them became very famous and rich people, but it did not fill that void, until they received Jesus into their life. He fills that hungry longing soul. He fills it and makes their life whole.
Psalms 107:10 "Such as sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, [being] bound in affliction and iron;"

This does not necessarily mean that the iron was a physical chain of iron that had them bound. Sin can bind you stronger than any chain you can find. The only way to do away with darkness, is shine the Light of Jesus on it. 
II Peter 1:19 "We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts:" 

We are doomed to death and hell, until we receive Jesus and let the day Star shine in our life.
Psalms 107:11 "Because they rebelled against the words of God, and contemned the counsel of the most High:"

Rebellion, throughout the Bible, has been likened unto witchcraft. To rebel against the Words of God is even worse. God's Words are absolute truth. This would be, then, to rebel against the truth and believe a lie. God's counsel to mankind is in His Word. This would be the very thing that could cause terrible problems in a person's life. The Bible is our roadmap to guide us through life to our home in heaven. To not use the map, would mean that we would be lost all the way. God has a perfect plan for your life, the same as He has a perfect plan for each person's life. To take any other way would be less than perfect. Children in the Old Testament, who rebelled against their parents, were stoned to death.
1 Samuel 15:23 (KJV) 
23  For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the LORD, he hath also rejected thee from being king.
Romans 1:18 (KJV) 
18  For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness; 

Psalms 107:12 "Therefore he brought down their heart with labour; they fell down, and [there was] none to help."

To not accept the Lord would leave a person in a terrible fix. There would be nowhere to go for help.
1 Corinthians 15:19 (KJV) 
19  If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable.

Psalms 107:13 "Then they cried unto the LORD in their trouble, [and] he saved them out of their distresses."

The wonderful thing about God, is that He will allow us to cry unto Him, even if we have rejected Him in the past. When an earnest cry comes unto the Lord, He hears and helps. It is strange, but most people do not cry out unto the Lord, until they are at the end of being able to get out of the mess by themselves. This is a cry of desperation. God always hears this kind of prayer. He not only hears, but answers. He is really our only help.

Psalms 107:14 "He brought them out of darkness and the shadow of death, and brake their bands in sunder."

They were bound in sin. Sin leaves a person bound up with guilt and a dreading of that day of reckoning which comes to us all. When God lifts us out of this darkness, He breaks these chains of sin and sets us free. The wages of sin is death. Jesus brings life when He takes our sin and gives us His righteousness.
Psalms 107:15 "Oh that [men] would praise the LORD [for] his goodness, and [for] his wonderful works to the children of men!"

There is no better reason to praise Him than the fact that He set you free. Praise Ye the Lord. Let everything that has breath praise the Lord. Praise Him for His goodness, praise Him for His love Praise Him for His sacrifice for us, Praise Him for His mighty miracles, praise Him, for He is Truth, Praise Him, for He is Love. Praise Him, because there is no greater to praise. Praise Him, for He inhabits your praises.
Psalms 107:16 "For he hath broken the gates of brass, and cut the bars of iron in sunder."

Brass symbolizes judgment. Jesus said that he had come to set the captives free. There is no prison that He cannot free you from.
Psalms 107:17 "Fools because of their transgression, and because of their iniquities, are afflicted."

Only a fool would say, there is no God. Fools commit one sin and add another to it. They soon are weighed down with sin and affliction becomes their daily companion. If you drink day in and day out, you will become a drunkard. This is just one of the minor afflictions that come from habitual sin.
Psalms 107:18 "Their soul abhorreth all manner of meat; and they draw near unto the gates of death."

Sin can make a person so sick that they will be sick unto death. Sickness of the heart and soul are worse than sickness of the body.

Psalms 107:19 "Then they cry unto the LORD in their trouble, [and] he saveth them out of their distresses."

It seems that no matter how far we fall down, the Lord will stop and listen to us when we cry out in earnest to HIM. David is relating this to his own situation with Saul, but it really applies to all before David and all after David.
Psalms 107:20 "He sent his word, and healed them, and delivered [them] from their destructions."

The beautiful thing, here, is that Jesus {as we know Him} is the Word. The Word of God healed everyone He came into contact with when He was here on the earth. His Word is just as powerful now, as it has always been. When we pray in Jesus name, it is the Word of God that heals. We just speak the prayer, and the Word does the healing. Notice, that these destructions were their own, that He delivered them from. This again, is the way it is today. Most problems we have, we have brought upon ourselves. It is a comfort to know, that even if we did bring them on our own self, He will still deliver us from the problem.
Psalms 107:21 "Oh that [men] would praise the LORD [for] his goodness, and [for] his wonderful works to the children of men!"

This is to remind us, after we have been delivered, praise the LORD for it. He is so good. He helps those who will not, and cannot, help themselves. The only thing we have to do is cry out to God, and He will answer us.
Psalms 107:22 "And let them sacrifice the sacrifices of thanksgiving, and declare his works with rejoicing."

We can see, from the following verse, that tsacrifice the Lord really wants, is for us to praise Him. 
Hebrews 13:15 "By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of [our] lips giving thanks to his name." 
A very plain way to say this, is brag on the Lord for all the great things He has done.
Psalm 34:1-3 (KJV) 
1 I will bless the LORD at all times: his praise shall continually be in my mouth. 
2  My soul shall make her boast in the LORD: the humble shall hear thereof, and be glad. 
3  O magnify the LORD with me, and let us exalt his name together. 

Psalms 107:23 "They that go down to the sea in ships, that do business in great waters;"

We don't pay much attention to ships and sailors, because there are so many in our day. It seems that they were held in some awe, when they made a trip out into the unknown sea and came back safely. The monetary gain to be made from such ventures is, perhaps, one reason they were brave enough to try to sail the seas.

Psalms 107:24 "These see the works of the LORD, and his wonders in the deep."

I am sure the sea would have a way of humbling a person. Just the vastness of it, could make a person realize how small one person is in the scheme of things. The great waves that man cannot control would show a person the miracles of God. The fact that they could navigate by the stars

would, also, make them aware of the greatness of God.
Psalms 107:25 "For he commandeth, and raiseth the stormy wind, which lifteth up the waves thereof."

Man can sail across the top of the water, but no man has ever been able to control the waves. I am sure that many a sailor has prayed and asked God to stay the wind to keep from sinking the ship. It is God that controls the sea.
Psalms 107:26 "They mount up to the heaven, they go down again to the depths: their soul is melted because of trouble."

A sailor, who sees a wave coming toward him higher than the mast on the boat, would certainly feel that these waves are going all the way to the sky. It is the same thing, in reverse, when the back side of the wave makes a deep cavern of water. The ship is tossed up and down, out of the control of man, when this happens. The fear that grips him, is what is spoken of here {soul melted because of trouble}. This is when this sailor knows for sure that he is in the hands of God.
Psalms 107:27 "They reel to and fro, and stagger like a drunken man, and are at their wit's end."

The deck of the ship is falling up and down, so that they can not walk on the deck of the ship. They stagger and have to hang on to a rail, like a drunk man would do. They are at their wits end, because they know they are helpless against this sea. This is a time when they realize that God is their only help. This takes something, or someone greater, than themselves to handle. They are all too aware of just how helpless they are.

Psalms 107:28 "Then they cry unto the LORD in their trouble, and he bringeth them out of their distresses."

When we realize we are helpless to do anything in our own power, then we humble ourselves before God, and repent, and seek His help. The wonderful thing is, that when we get to the end of ourselves, He will help us.
Psalms 107:29 "He maketh the storm a calm, so that the waves thereof are still."

Jesus showed, beyond a shadow of doubt, that He had control of the waves when He spoke to the sea, and told it to be still, and it quieted down immediately. The storms of life itself may be raging all around us, but Jesus brings perfect peace.
Psalms 107:30 "Then are they glad because they be quiet; so he bringeth them unto their desired haven."

We do not appreciate the calm, until there has been a stormy sea. To see the place we have desired to sail to, after the terrible storm would be plenty of reason to rejoice. This does not have to be a storm at sea. If our life has been in some terrible confusion, and all of a sudden things all fall in shape, we feel great joy. Thank God, He can calm the wildest storm.

Psalms 107:31 "Oh that [men] would praise the LORD [for] his goodness, and [for] his wonderful works to the children of men!"

After we have come through a terrible experience like this aforementioned, do we stop and praise God for seeing us through? It seems to me, we would be so grateful that we would shout our praises to the top of our voice. The children of men, have no help on this earth, until they become the sons of God.
Psalms 107:32 "Let them exalt him also in the congregation of the people, and praise him in the assembly of the elders."

For such a wonderful deliverance, we should praise Him in front of the largest gathering we could find. The congregation, then, were all the Israelites who came to the temple. The congregation, now, would be the gathering at church. I love testimonials, where people tell of all the wonderful things the LORD has done for them.
Psalms 107:33 "He turneth rivers into a wilderness, and the watersprings into dry ground;"

In God's dealing with man, God can cause a drouth and all the rivers will dry up. Many times a drouth is for just that purpose. God may be trying to get the attention of those who will not listen any other way.
Psalms 107:34 "A fruitful land into barrenness, for the wickedness of them that dwell therein."

We know that God will curse the ground for the wickedness of man. Believe me, God will do whatever is necessary to get your attention.
Psalms 107:35 "He turneth the wilderness into a standing water, and dry ground into watersprings."
He did this very thing in the time of Noah to rid the earth of its wickedness. God will not always look the other way. There is a reckoning day. God is patient, giving ample time for repentance, if it does not come, judgment does come.

Psalms 107:36 "And there he maketh the hungry to dwell, that they may prepare a city for habitation;"

God can reverse the curse, and bless the land, and it will produce. God has really always wanted man to live in the garden of Eden. Man was driven out for his own protection. When God can, He will bless the land and make the crops to grow, to make a habitation for mankind.

Psalms 107:37 "And sow the fields, and plant vineyards, which may yield fruits of increase."

God prepared the earth and all in it for the habitation of man, then He made man. This verse above is speaking of the same thing on a smaller scale. God will do for an individual what He could not do for all, if they love Him and worship Him.

Psalms 107:38 "He blesseth them also, so that they are multiplied greatly; and suffereth not their cattle to decrease."

We know that Laban did not intend for Jacob to have many cattle in the land. God had other plans and blessed Jacob greatly in the increase of his cattle. God wants His children to have their needs met.
Psalms 107:39 "Again, they are minished and brought low through oppression, affliction, and sorrow."

God blessed Israel as His soul prospered. When His sons strayed away from God, they suffered oppression, affliction, and sorrow. When the repented and followed the One true God, He greatly blessed them.
Psalms 107:40 "He poureth contempt upon princes, and causeth them to wander in the wilderness, [where there is] no way."

These princes, spoken of here, are the descendents of Israel. Their unbelief caused their wandering in the wilderness. God let them wander, until the old generation died and the new generation was born. God does not reward unbelief.
Psalms 107:41 "Yet setteth he the poor on high from affliction, and maketh [him] families like a flock."

God will choose whoever He wants for His family, as we see in the next Scripture. 
Matthew 3:9 "And think not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to [our] father: for I say unto you, that God is able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham."

Psalms 107:42 "The righteous shall see [it], and rejoice: and all iniquity shall stop her mouth."

Where there are righteous {children of the Light} there is no room for those of darkness {those involved in iniquity}. The light does away with the darkness. The families of God will rejoice and there will be nothing left for the wicked to say.
Psalms 107:43 "Whoso [is] wise, and will observe these [things], even they shall understand the lovingkindness of the LORD."

God has opened the understanding of the wise {Christians}. We have eyes to see, and we can see. We have ears to hear, and we can hear. Nothing of the lovingkindness of God is hidden from us. Those who are wise, learn to trust God in all things.

Questions

1. Let the redeemed of the Lord ____ __.

2. Who were the redeemed from Egypt?
3. What redeems the Christian?
4. Who are included in the redemption?
5. What is the wilderness the author wants us to see in verse 4?
6. He fills the hungry soul with __________.
7. Who is the day Star?
8. They rebelled against the ______ of God.
9. What is rebellion likened to in the Bible?
10. What was the fate of a rebellious child?
11. The wages of sin is ______.
12. Who should praise the Lord?
13. What does brass symbolize?
14. He sent his _______, and healed them.
15. Who is the Word?
16. When we pray in Jesus name, who heals the person?
17. Oh that men would praise the Lord for His __________.
18. Sacrifice the sacrifices of _____________.
19. The ____ has a way of humbling a person.
20. What causes him to stagger like a drunken man, in verse 27?
21. They cry unto the Lord in their _______.
22. He bringeth them out of their _____________.
23. He maketh the storm a ______.
24. In verse 32 they are to exalt Him where?
25. Verse 36 says, that He made the hungry to dwell there, for what reason?
26. God will provide for us if we _____ ___.
27. Who are the princes in verse 40?
28. Light does away with ___________.
29. Who shall understand the things of God?
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