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CHRISTIAN PERFECTION AND WEALTH
INTRODUCTION

The Proverbs have a great deal to say about money and related topics such as giving, poverty, righteousness and wisdom. The purpose of this study is to narrowly focus upon the issue of money and wealth in order to draw out, from the vast material in Proverbs, principles to help us in maintaining a Biblical lifestyle in relation to money. The Family that “PAYS” together stays together.
Proverbs 3:9-10 (KJV) 
9  Honour the LORD with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase: 
10  So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine.

 

Proverbs 8:18-21 (KJV) 
18  Riches and honour are with me; yea, durable riches and righteousness. 
19  My fruit is better than gold, yea, than fine gold; and my revenue than choice silver. 
20  I lead in the way of righteousness, in the midst of the paths of judgment: 
21  That I may cause those that love me to inherit substance; and I will fill their treasures.

Proverbs 10:4 (KJV) 
4  He becometh poor that dealeth with a slack hand: but the hand of the diligent maketh rich. 
Proverbs 10:15 (KJV) 
15  The rich man's wealth is his strong city: the destruction of the poor is their poverty. 
Proverbs 10:15 (KJV) 
15  The rich man's wealth is his strong city: the destruction of the poor is their poverty. 
Proverbs 10:22 (KJV) 
22  The blessing of the LORD, it maketh rich, and he addeth no sorrow with it. 
Proverbs 11:4 (KJV) 
4  Riches profit not in the day of wrath: but righteousness delivereth from death. 
Proverbs 11:24-26 (KJV) 
24  There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth; and there is that withholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty. 

25  The liberal soul shall be made fat: and he that watereth shall be watered also himself. 
26  He that withholdeth corn, the people shall curse him: but blessing shall be upon the head of him that selleth it. 

Proverbs 11:28 (KJV) 
28  He that trusteth in his riches shall fall: but the righteous shall flourish as a branch. 
Proverbs 13:7-8 (KJV) 
7  There is that maketh himself rich, yet hath nothing: there is that maketh himself poor, yet hath great riches. 

8  The ransom of a man's life are his riches: but the poor heareth not rebuke. 

Proverbs 13:11 (KJV) 
11  Wealth gotten by vanity shall be diminished: but he that gathereth by labour shall increase. 
Proverbs 13:21-22 (KJV) 
21  Evil pursueth sinners: but to the righteous good shall be repayed. 
22  A good man leaveth an inheritance to his children's children: and the wealth of the sinner is laid up for the just. 

Proverbs 14:20 (KJV) 
20  The poor is hated even of his own neighbour: but the rich hath many friends. 
Proverbs 14:23 (KJV) 
23  In all labour there is profit: but the talk of the lips tendeth only to penury. 
Proverbs 14:24 (KJV) 
24  The crown of the wise is their riches: but the foolishness of fools is folly. 
Proverbs 15:6 (KJV) 
6  In the house of the righteous is much treasure: but in the revenues of the wicked is trouble. 
Proverbs 15:16 (KJV) 
16  Better is little with the fear of the LORD than great treasure and trouble therewith.

Proverbs 15:27 (KJV) 
27  He that is greedy of gain troubleth his own house; but he that hateth gifts shall live. 
Proverbs 16:8 (KJV) 
8  Better is a little with righteousness than great revenues without right. 
Proverbs 17:6 (KJV) 
6  Children's children are the crown of old men; and the glory of children are their fathers. 
Proverbs 18:11 (KJV) 
11  The rich man's wealth is his strong city, and as an high wall in his own conceit. 
Proverbs 18:23 (KJV) 
23  The poor useth intreaties; but the rich answereth roughly. 
Proverbs 19:1 (KJV) 
1  Better is the poor that walketh in his integrity, than he that is perverse in his lips, and is a fool. 
Proverbs 19:4 (KJV) 
4  Wealth maketh many friends; but the poor is separated from his neighbour. 
Proverbs 19:7 (KJV) 
7  All the brethren of the poor do hate him: how much more do his friends go far from him? he pursueth them with words, yet they are wanting to him. 
Proverbs 19:17 (KJV) 
17  He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth unto the LORD; and that which he hath given will he pay him again. 
Proverbs 21:5 (KJV) 
5  The thoughts of the diligent tend only to plenteousness; but of every one that is hasty only to want. 
Proverbs 21:17 (KJV) 
17  He that loveth pleasure shall be a poor man: he that loveth wine and oil shall not be rich. 
Proverbs 22:1-2 (KJV) 
1  A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches, and loving favour rather than silver and gold. 
2  The rich and poor meet together: the LORD is the maker of them all. 

Proverbs 22:4 (KJV) 
4  By humility and the fear of the LORD are riches, and honour, and life. 
Proverbs 22:7 (KJV) 
7  The rich ruleth over the poor, and the borrower is servant to the lender. 
Proverbs 22:9 (KJV) 
9  He that hath a bountiful eye shall be blessed; for he giveth of his bread to the poor. 
Proverbs 22:16 (KJV) 
16  He that oppresseth the poor to increase his riches, and he that giveth to the rich, shall surely come to want. 
Proverbs 23:4-5 (KJV) 
4  Labour not to be rich: cease from thine own wisdom. 
5  Wilt thou set thine eyes upon that which is not? for riches certainly make themselves wings; they fly away as an eagle toward heaven.

Proverbs 27:24 (KJV) 
24  For riches are not for ever: and doth the crown endure to every generation?

Proverbs 28:6 (KJV) 
6  Better is the poor that walketh in his uprightness, than he that is perverse in his ways, though he be rich. 
Proverbs 28:8 (KJV) 
8  He that by usury and unjust gain increaseth his substance, he shall gather it for him that will pity the poor. 
Proverbs 28:11 (KJV) 
11  The rich man is wise in his own conceit; but the poor that hath understanding searcheth him out. 
Proverbs 28:19-25 (KJV) 
19  He that tilleth his land shall have plenty of bread: but he that followeth after vain persons shall have poverty enough. 

20  A faithful man shall abound with blessings: but he that maketh haste to be rich shall not be innocent. 
21  To have respect of persons is not good: for for a piece of bread that man will transgress. 
22  He that hasteth to be rich hath an evil eye, and considereth not that poverty shall come upon him. 
23  He that rebuketh a man afterwards shall find more favour than he that flattereth with the tongue. 
24  Whoso robbeth his father or his mother, and saith, It is no transgression; the same is the companion of a destroyer. 
25  He that is of a proud heart stirreth up strife: but he that putteth his trust in the LORD shall be made fat. 

Proverbs 30:8 (KJV) 
8  Remove far from me vanity and lies: give me neither poverty nor riches; feed me with food convenient for me:

Proverbs 31:18-20 (KJV) 
18  She perceiveth that her merchandise is good: her candle goeth not out by night. 
19  She layeth her hands to the spindle, and her hands hold the distaff. 
20  She stretcheth out her hand to the poor; yea, she reacheth forth her hands to the needy.

PRINCIPLES FROM PROVERBS ON MONEY
Lesson 1: When it comes to money, put God first
Matthew 6:24 (KJV) 24  No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.
Honor God with your wealth. Prioritize your giving; give to Him first (3:9).
God will often bless people materially who give first to him (3:10; 13:21).

Remember that wisdom is more important than money.

Wisdom often brings enduring wealth (8:18, 21).

Wisdom yields better fruit than money (8:20).

Wisdom enables one to rightly use money (17:16).

Wisdom gives one proper restraint in the pursuit of money (23:4).

Lesson 2: Ask God for wisdom in dealing with money.
James 1:5 (KJV) 5   If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.
Remember that righteousness is more important than money.

Righteous people can have great riches that involve no trouble (15:6).

A poor, but blameless man (i.e. one who is righteous) is better off (i.e. before God) than a rich, but perverse man (28:6).

God often rewards the righteous with money (13:21).

It is better to have a little money with righteousness than much with injustice (16:8).

Lesson 3: Seek uprightness in money matters.
2 Corinthians 8:21 (KJV) 21  Providing for honest things, not only in the sight of the Lord, but also in the sight of men.
Remember that fearing God is more important than money. 

Fearing God is better than a lot of money (15:16). 

Humility and the fear of God often leads to the acquisition of money (22:4).

Lesson 4: Remember to whom we must give an account!

Romans 14:10 (KJV) 10  But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at nought thy brother? for we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.

People, diligent at what they do, often acquire much wealth. 

Diligent people, in contrast to lazy people, often have more money (10:4).
All hard work brings a profit whereas mere talk accomplishes nothing (14:23).

Acquiring wealth takes diligent planning; anything less may end up in ruin (21:5).

People who cannot control their spending habits end up with nothing (21:17).

Lesson 5: Plan for your financial future as far as it depends upon you.

1 Timothy 6:10 (KJV) 10  For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.
Recognize the limitations of money.

Money can do nothing to deliver someone from the wrath of God (11:4).

Money is very temporal and lasts but a short time (23:5; 27:24).

Money cannot be trusted in for it will lead to one's downfall (11:28). 
Trust, instead, in God (28:25).

Lesson 6: Be sober about money; keep it in perspective!

1 Timothy 6:6-9 (KJV) 
6  But godliness with contentment is great gain. 
7  For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. 
8  And having food and raiment let us be therewith content. 
9  But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition. 

Recognize the potential for good that money properly used can have.

Money can provide protection from certain problems and alleviate certain stresses (10: 15).

Money can be left as an inheritance to help one's descendants in this life (13:22).

An industrious wife can make sufficient money to help he family (31:18).

Lesson 7: Be prepared to use your money to good ends.

Philippians 4:14 (KJV) 14  Notwithstanding ye have well done, that ye did communicate with my affliction.
Recognize and avoid the evil that money can cause in relationships.

Rich people tend to receive more attention from others than poor people do. There is often favoritism (14:20; cf. James 2:11ff).

If you are rich, be careful of people who desire your friendship (19:4a).

If you are poor, do not be surprised if people abandon you for a rich friend (19:4b; cf. 19:7).

Those with money often become the target of thieves et al. (13:8).

The poor person can often see through the facade of the rich person who thinks he knows it all (28:11).

A good reputation with people is better than much money (22:1).

Because of money people often try to pretend to be something they're not; they live a lie (13:7).

Rich people often "lord it over" poor people (22:7).

Lesson 8: Giving generously often leads to acquiring further wealth and spiritual benefits, but poverty awaits the stingy.

Luke 6:38 (KJV) 38  Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.
The rich and the poor must remember that God made them both (22:2); humility is the order of the day. Generosity, not stinginess often leads to having more money (11:24).

Generosity often leads to the giver being spiritually refreshed (11:25).

Those who are stingy often end up with nothing (11:24b;11:26b; 28:22).

Lesson 9: Give generously.
2 Corinthians 9:8-11 (KJV) 
8  And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work: 

9  (As it is written, He hath dispersed abroad; he hath given to the poor: his righteousness remaineth for ever.

10  Now he that ministereth seed to the sower both minister bread for your food, and multiply your seed sown, and increase the fruits of your righteousness;) 

11  Being enriched in every thing to all bountifulness, which causeth through us thanksgiving to God.
Money gained by unjust means leads to naught, whereas the monetary blessing of God brings no trouble.

Money gained by dishonest means dwindles away fast (13:11).

People who oppress others for money can come to poverty because of it (22:16a).

Lesson 10: Earn your money honestly (cf. Acts 24:16; 2 Thes. 3:7-9).

Acts 24:16 (KJV) 16  And herein do I exercise myself, to have always a conscience void of offence toward God, and toward men.

2 Thessalonians 3:7-9 (KJV) 
7  For yourselves know how ye ought to follow us: for we behaved not ourselves disorderly among you; 
8  Neither did we eat any man's bread for nought; but wrought with labour and travail night and day, that we might not be chargeable to any of you: 

9  Not because we have not power, but to make ourselves an ensample unto you to follow us.
Be careful for greed.

Greed for money can lead to family problems (15:27).

Do not charge exorbitant interest; justice will prevail (28:8).

Ask God for the proper amount of money (30:8).

Lesson 11: Search your heart before God that you might be aware of any greed (Ephesians 5:3).

Ephesians 5:3 (KJV) 
3  But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not be once named among you, as becometh saints; 

Summary

Remember that a biblical view of money begins by a commitment to honoring God first with our money (I). Then we must keep in mind that wisdom, righteousness and the fear of God are more important than money (II-IV) and will enable us to perform the first principle more adequately, as well as the others (V-XI).
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