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CHRISTIAN PERFECTION 

AND DEMONOLOGY Part 3
Christians are called upon to fight the good fight of faith by resisting the devil’s deception, temptations, accusations, and attacks. We should use all the spiritual weapons at our disposal – especially faith in the crucified and risen Christ, prayer, and the sword of the Spirit.

1 John 5:4-5

4For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.

5Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God? 

Rev. 12:11

And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death.
James 5:16
16Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.

Ephesians 6:17
And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God:
Hebrews 4:12

For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

Sadly, many believers disregard these methods of spiritual self-defence, and resort to unbiblical forms of deliverance like, among others, exorcism. They argue that compulsive bad habits in a Christian’s life are caused by demons, and that these habits can only be eliminated by the binding or casting out of the demons that are allegedly at the root of sinful behaviour.

Scriptural evidence, however, is completely against the idea of a Christian having a demon inside of him. It borders on blasphemy to state that a Christian who is born of the Spirit, one in whom Christ has come to dwell, can at the same time have an indwelling demon.
Matthew 12:22-32
22Then was brought unto him one possessed with a devil, blind, and dumb: and he healed him, insomuch that the blind and dumb both spake and saw. 

23And all the people were amazed, and said, Is not this the son of David? 

24But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, This fellow doth not cast out devils, but by Beelzebub the prince of the devils.

25And Jesus knew their thoughts, and said unto them, Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation; and every city or house divided against itself shall not stand:

26And if Satan cast out Satan, he is divided against himself; how shall then his kingdom stand? 27And if I by Beelzebub cast out devils, by whom do your children cast them out? therefore they shall be your judges. 

28But if I cast out devils by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God is come unto you. 

29Or else how can one enter into a strong man's house, and spoil his goods, except he first bind the strong man? and then he will spoil his house.

30He that is not with me is against me; and he that gathereth not with me scattereth abroad.

31Wherefore I say unto you, All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men: but the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men. 
32And whosoever speaketh a word against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him: but whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in the world to come.

Only unsaved people can become demon-possessed. Christians can certainly be deceived by demons, particularly if they are ignorant of certain biblical truths, but they cannot be possessed by demons.
John 8:31-59

31Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; 

32And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. 

33They answered him, We be Abraham's seed, and were never in bondage to any man: how sayest thou, Ye shall be made free?

34Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin. 

35And the servant abideth not in the house for ever: but the Son abideth ever. 

36If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed. 

37I know that ye are Abraham's seed; but ye seek to kill me, because my word hath no place in you. 

38I speak that which I have seen with my Father: and ye do that which ye have seen with your father.

39They answered and said unto him, Abraham is our father. Jesus saith unto them, If ye were Abraham's children, ye would do the works of Abraham. 

40But now ye seek to kill me, a man that hath told you the truth, which I have heard of God: this did not Abraham. 

41Ye do the deeds of your father. Then said they to him, We be not born of fornication; we have one Father, even God.

42Jesus said unto them, If God were your Father, ye would love me: for I proceeded forth and came from God; neither came I of myself, but he sent me. 

43Why do ye not understand my speech? even because ye cannot hear my word. 

44Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it. 

45And because I tell you the truth, ye believe me not. 

46Which of you convinceth me of sin? And if I say the truth, why do ye not believe me? 

47He that is of God heareth God's words: ye therefore hear them not, because ye are not of God.

48Then answered the Jews, and said unto him, Say we not well that thou art a Samaritan, and hast a devil? 

49Jesus answered, I have not a devil; but I honour my Father, and ye do dishonour me. 

50And I seek not mine own glory: there is one that seeketh and judgeth. 

51Verily, verily, I say unto you, If a man keep my saying, he shall never see death.

52Then said the Jews unto him, Now we know that thou hast a devil. Abraham is dead, and the prophets; and thou sayest, If a man keep my saying, he shall never taste of death.

 53Art thou greater than our father Abraham, which is dead? and the prophets are dead: whom makest thou thyself? 

54Jesus answered, If I honour myself, my honour is nothing: it is my Father that honoureth me; of whom ye say, that he is your God: 

55Yet ye have not known him; but I know him: and if I should say, I know him not, I shall be a liar like unto you: but I know him, and keep his saying. 

56Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it, and was glad. 

57Then said the Jews unto him, Thou art not yet fifty years old, and hast thou seen Abraham? 
58Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am. 

59Then took they up stones to cast at him: but Jesus hid himself, and went out of the temple, going through the midst of them, and so passed by.
Satan and his demons are operating in the extrasensory, spiritual realm from where they unleash vile thoughts and evil suggestions like fiery darts upon their victims. 
Ephesians 6:16

Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.

These thoughts or influences enter the person on the level of his subconscious mind without revealing their origin and then suddenly occur to him as his own thoughts. If they are accepted and heeded the victim has been successfully deceived to believe spiritual lies, or tempted to commit moral sins.

For this important reason, every thought that occurs to a believer should be brought into captivity to the obedience of Christ. 
2 Corinthians 10:4-6

4(For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) 

5Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ; 

6And having in a readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your obedience is fulfilled.

If the thought does not comply with Scriptural principles it should be resisted and rejected. This is the way in which ideas, which all emerge from a specific spiritual realm, should be tested. Thoughts which come from God through His Word and the working of the Holy Spirit will give you enlightened eyes of the mind and lead you on ways of righteousness. But thoughts which come from the devil will darken your mind, induce you to reject Christ and His gospel, and instil evil passions in you.

1 John 4:1-6

1Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world. 

2Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God: 

3And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world. 
4Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world. 

5They are of the world: therefore speak they of the world, and the world heareth them. 

6We are of God: he that knoweth God heareth us; he that is not of God heareth not us. Hereby know we the spirit of truth, and the spirit of error.
Paul says that the minds of unsaved people are completely darkened by Satan. Satan is the ruler of darkness, and he prefers to act in spiritual darkness where people have very little or no discernment between truth and error. With the access which he and his demons have to people’s minds he strives to keep them in the dark concerning the truth of the gospel. He prevents them from seeing the light.
2 Corinthians 4:1-6

1Therefore seeing we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we faint not; 

2But have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, nor handling the word of God deceitfully; but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God.

3But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: 

4In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them. 

5For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants for Jesus' sake. 

6For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

In a very clever way he also tries to darken the minds of believers who are already saved and are walking in the light. The moment they start believing some of the deceptive teachings of Satan, spiritual clouding gradually sets in. Paul warned an entire congregation against this very real danger.

2 Corinthians 11:3
But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.

The fiery darts of Satan have access to the mind of a believer, and therefore also to his “heart” where he contemplates different thoughts, forms convictions, and takes decisions on how to express himself. Decisions which emerge from Satan’s sinful suggestions obviously give rise to sinful acts. 
Peter said: “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit?” (Acts 5:3). Satan influenced him to lie, but that was not a demon which entered him. If that were the case, Peter would have cast the demon out. Satan merely capitalised on Ananias’ desire for personal gain by filling his heart with the idea to lie to the Holy Spirit, to which he readily agreed. The words which Ananias spoke were his own inventions stemming from the flames of covetousness which Satan had fanned in his heart.

Even though demons cannot possess Christians they are nevertheless very real and are actively engaged in attacking us. The very atmosphere we move in is charged with the evil presence of Satan, and we would have to separate ourselves right out of the world to escape his influence. For example, there is at the moment an all-pervading trend towards immorality and permissiveness which urges us to believe that only old fashioned, eccentric people abide by a strict moral code, and this is pounding all of us all the time. Then there is the individual attack, when a demon, like a sniper in wartime, zeroes in on a particular target with the express purpose of deceiving or harassing him. A demon is able to control or manipulate the behaviour of an individual believer in the degree to which he can deceive him. By deception, demons can manipulate our reactions and behaviour patterns. For instance, if the devil can convince us that we are not washed in the blood of Jesus, we will be overcome by guilt feelings and react accordingly. We will become depressed and discour​aged, and our relationship with Jesus will be clouded. Satan dwells in the realm of lies and deceptions, and when we believe his deceptions, he can to that extent control our behaviour. ... Scripture clearly indicates that all the problems of a believer lie only in the area of his darkness, his ignorance and his unbelief; in the area in which he has not recognized the truth of the work of Christ in him.
Philippians 2:5

let this mind be in you, which was also in christ jesus:
Colossians 3:1-2

1If ye then be risen with christ, seek those things which are above, where christ sitteth on the right hand of god. 

2Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.
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